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Welcome

elcome to the 20th annual Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly, Called
into God’s Marvelous Light...To tell the story!, June 8-9, 2007. As an
assembly of congregations we gather together to worship, study the Bible, and

participate in the decision-making business of the church. It is hoped you will be renewed,
refreshed and enlightened by your assembly experience.

Rev. Dr. Elaine
Siemsen

Bible Study

Rev. Dr. Elaine
G. Siemsen is the
campus pastor for
Lutheran Campus
Ministry - Mankato.

Siemsen began her
undergraduate career at
Augustana College in Rock Island,
Ilinois. She graduated Cum Laude with a
BA degree in Theater and
Communications with a teaching
certificate for secondary education.
Siemsen entered seminary at the Lutheran
School of Theology in Chicago (LSTC) as
a second career.

After nearly 10 years in parish
ministry, Siemsen returned to do graduate
work at LSTC. She completed a Ph. D. in
Systematic Theology in June of 2000.

After moving to Minnesota in 1998,
Siemsen served in a variety of ministry
situations including rural settings in lowa
and Minnesota. From 2002 through 2006,
she taught in the Department of Religion
at St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn.

Siemsen is the author of Constructing
a North American Theology through the
work of Joseph Sittler: Embodied Grace,
published by the Mellen Press in 2003.
Her latest work, working title of Resistant
Hope will be published by the Wipf and
Stock Publishers in fall of 2007.
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Bill Huff

Gutenberg to Google
Presentation

Bill Huff is the
Vice President of
Publishing at
Augsburg Fortress. A { ~
lifelong Lutheran, Bill
is an active member of
Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd in :
Minneapolis, Minn. He earned his B.A. at
the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and
his M.A. at Luther Seminary. Bill’s
professional experience includes spending
several years as an accounting executive
in advertising, as the Marketing Director
for Seraphim Communications and as the
Service Development Director for
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota. In
1998, Bill began his career at Augsburg
Fortress as the Marketing Director of the
Congregational Resources publishing
team. For the past four years Bill and his
team have focused on product
development for notable resources, such
as the Here We Stand confirmation
curriculum, the Akaloo life-long faith
formation resource, No Experience
Necessary adult Bible study and various
other faith formation resources.




Rev. Kathie
Bender Schwich

ELCA Churchwide
Representative

Pastor Kathie
Bender Schwich
serves the
Evangelical
Lutheran Church
in America as
Executive for *
Synodical and
Constituent Relations
in the office of the
Presiding Bishop, as well as serving as
one of Bishop Mark Hanson’s assistants.
In these roles, Pastor Bender Schwich
coordinates the work of the ELCA’s
Conference of Bishops and provides
support to the staffs and councils of the 65
synods of this church. In addition, she
serves as the ELCA’s liaison to Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans and oversees the
work of the ELCA’s Bureau for Federal
Chaplaincy Ministries.

Previously, Kathie served as Executive
for Leadership in the ELCA’s Division for
Outreach. She also has served as Bishop’s
Associate for Developing a Healthy
Ministerium in the Metropolitan Chicago
Synod, as Director of Church Relations
for Stephen Ministries in St. Louis,
Missouri, and as a parish pastor in
Traverse City, Michigan, and Park Ridge,
[linois.

Pastor Bender Schwich is a native of
Saginaw, Michigan, and a graduate of the
University of Michigan, Saginaw Valley
State University, and Luther-Northwestern
Theological Seminary in Saint Paul,
Minnesota. She currently serves on the
Board of Directors of the Interfaith Airport
Chapel Corporation of Chicago, the
Governing Council of Advocate Lutheran

General Hospital, and on the congregation
council of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in
Park Ridge, Illinois. She has written for
Lutheran Woman Today and was one of
40 selected to attend the 2003 Program for
Women and Power: Leadership in a New
World, through the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard
University.

Kathie is married to Pastor Daniel
Schwich. Together they are the parents of
three sons.

Celebrating 100
Years of Lutheran
Campus Ministry

Study, Worship, Offering,
and a Party

This year’s Assembly will recognize
the 100th Birthday of Lutheran Campus
Ministry. As a part of this celebration, we
welcome Rev. Dr. Elaine Siemsen
(campus pastor from Lutheran Campus
Ministry - Mankato) as a Bible study
leader, Friday evening worship will be led
by Lutheran Campus Ministry students,
our offering taken at Saturday morning
worship will go towards Lutheran Campus
Ministry, and Friday night will end with a
Birthday Party for their ministry.

To support the ministry of Lutheran
Campus Ministry, Mankato and Winona
have tee shirts available for $25 (Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans will match 50%).
Contact either Rev. Elaine Siemsen or
Rev. John Carrier to buy one in advance,
or visit their display in the North Lobby.

Lutheran Campus Ministry provides
an ELCA presence at more than 180 state
and private colleges and universities, with
cooperating congregations in campus
ministry at an additional 600 campuses
nationwide.
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Assembly Information

Registration

On-site registration is located in the North
Lobby at the Mayo Civic Center and
begins Friday at 8:00 a.m.

Meals

Registration fees include the following
meals: Friday: Continental breakfast,
lunch, Friday evening buffet supper and
Campus Ministry Birthday Party;
Saturday: Continental breakfast and lunch.

Additional Friday evening meal tickets
may be purchased for $20 per person.
Friday evening meal tickets are non-
refundable, but may be transferred.

Your name badge is your meal ticket.
Wear it at all times!

Housing

A block of rooms is available at the
Radisson Hotel in Rochester. Call

(507) 281-8000 by May 24 and request a
room in the block reserved for
“Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the
ELCA” to receive a special rate of
$87/room plus tax. You or your
congregation are responsible for paying
for your room. See www.semnsynod.org
for more hotel options in Rochester.

Parking

See the downtown map of Rochester on
page 10 to locate convenient parking lots
and ramps. Downtown parking is free on
Saturdays. The Rochester skyway system
is also shown on this map.

On-Site Phone Number

To leave messages for assembly
participants during regular assembly
hours, call (507) 287-1509.
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Special Needs

Hearing amplifiers are available, but one
must be reserved at least one hour prior to
when you wish to use it. Reservations can
be made in the on-site office in the Board
Room off the North Lobby. If you have
other special needs, contact the synod
office at least two weeks prior to
Assembly, (800) 426-6376.

Environmental
Stewardship

Please help recycle by returning all name
badges, voting cards, unwanted paper, and
completed evaluation forms to the
appropriate boxes upon leaving the
assembly. Also, please bring your own
beverage mug. Disposable cups are
provided for drinks, but their use is
discouraged.

Pictoral Directory

This year the synod will be doing a
pictoral directory of rostered personell -
clergy and AIMs. Olin Mills will be taking
photos on Friday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
and Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. They
will be located on the stage in the
Auditorium. Make sure to stop by to have
your picture taken!



Displays

Be sure to visit the displays from our
synod committees, ministry partners, and
other ministries. Organizations present at
this year’s Assembly include:

Augsburg College

Augsburg Fortress

BLOC Heads (Building Lives on
Christ - synod youth workers)

Christ Through Hands Ministry

Church Mutual Insurance

ELCA Board of Pensions

Evangelical Good Samaritan Society

Global Mission/Companion Synods
Committee

Good Earth Village

Gustavus Adolphus College

Hunger Task Force

KAIROS - Christian Resource
Development Consultants

Leadership Endowment Initiative

Lutheran Association of Christian

Educators

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota

Luther Seminary

Lutheran Campus Ministry, Mankato

Lutheran Campus Ministry, Winona

Lutheran Men in Mission

Lutheran Youth Organization

Minnesota Council of Churches

Mission Investment Fund

Reconciled in Christ Congregations

The Lutheran magazine

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Wartburg College

Women of the ELCA

Youth Servant Leader Institute

There will also be additional information
from organizations without displays.
Make sure to check that table for other
interesting information.

Augsburg Fortress

Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry
of the ELCA, will have a display in the
Auditorium. Many resources will be
available for immediate purchase and
orders may be placed for additional items
not available at the display; free shipping
on all orders over $100! Augsburg
Fortress purchases at the Synod Assembly
can be made with an Augsburg Fortress
Account, and by credit card, check or
cash.

Board of Pensions

Representatives from the Board of
Pensions are present at the Synod
Assembly and are available to answer
congregational questions and provide
specific information to those who are
covered by the plan. Appointments are not
necessary. They will be located on the
stage in the Auditorium.
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About the Synod

Our Vision as a Synod

We ask God to:

Gather the hopes and dreams of all,
Unite them with the prayers we offer,
Grace us with God’s presence, and
Send us in mission to

MAKE CHRIST KNOWN!

Who We Are

The Southeastern Minnesota Synod is
a faith community of 131,000 baptized
people in 184 congregations as well as
related institutions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
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Your Synod Office

The Southeastern Minnesota Synod
office is located in Assisi Heights, the
congregational center for the order of the
Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi in
Rochester, Minnesota. Stop and visit this
beautiful place. You are welcome
anytime.

If you have any questions about the
2007 Southeastern Minnesota Synod

2007 Southeastern Minnesota Synod Pre-Assembly Report

Winona

Houston

The Southeastern Minnesota Synod is
one of 65 synods that make up the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Its geographic area includes 15 counties in
the southeastern corner of Minnesota. The
synod is divided into five conferences,
each one named after rivers in the area.

1 - Root River Conference

2 - Zumbro River Conference

3 - Blue Earth River Conference
4 - Minnesota River Conference
5 - Cannon River Conference

Assembly, visit our web site:
www.semnsynod.org. You are also
welcome to call us Monday-Friday, 8:30
a.m. - 4:30 p.m., at (800) 426-6376 (MN
only) or (507) 280-9457. Feel free to leave
a message after hours. You may also
e-mail the communications director at
butler@semnsynod.org anytime.



In the fall of 2003, Bishop Harold
Usgaard asked all congregations to
distribute a yellow questionnaire to those
in worship the second Sunday in Advent.
The questionnaire, which was developed
by the strategic plan task force, contained
three questions:

1. What does my congregation do to make
my faith meaningful and compelling?

2. What more can my congregation do to
make this happen?

3. What can the ELCA congregations of
Southeastern Minnesota do together to
make this happen for me and our
community?

The 5,000-plus responses received by
the synod office revealed many different
opinions from the members of the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod. On Feb.
9, 2004, a group of over 40 people from
around the synod came to help evaluate
and compile the responses.

The results from that day are the basis
for what is now the synod’s strategic plan,
which was unanimously approved by the
2004 Synod Assembly.

The strategic plan, “Called into God’s
Marvelous Light,” will be carried out in
the years 2005, 2006, and 2007, and it
features three overarching visions:

To Be Joyful Witnesses
To Be Christ-Centered Disciples
To Be Strong Leaders

Within each vision are several goals
and objectives. You can find the complete
list of goals and objectives, along with a
timeline for when everything is going to
happen, on the synod web site.

We Are Called into God’s
Marvelous Light

Among the objectives are three yearly
emphases:

2005: A Synod Joined in Prayer
2006: A Synod Joined in Bible Study
2007: A Synod Sharing Our Faith
Stories

Since 2007 is the year in which we are
a synod sharing our faith stories, the
synod is emphasizing sharing faith in a
variety of ways, including articles in River
Crossings and suggestions in the weekly
E-News (and on the website). We are also
continuing to pray for each other and
emphasize bible verses as we began in
2005 and 2006 (respectively). A new
prayer calendar with the weekly psalm is
available online.

To learn more about the synod
strategic plan, visit the synod’s web site,
www.semnsynod.org, and click the
“Strategic Plan” link on the left.

Featured Web Links

www.elca.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.semnsynod.org

Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
www.elca.org/prayer/

The ELCA site devoted to prayer, with
daily devotions and more
www.semnsynod.org/prayerbible.html —
Updated every day, this web site features a
daily prayer and Bible readings.
www.semnsynod.org/prayercalendar.html
Use this calendar to pray for synod
congregations and ministries throughout
this church year.
www.semnsynod.org/sharingourstories.html
This page offers simple ways to share
your faith.
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Friday, June 8, 2007

8:00 | Registration opens — North Lobby
a.m Augsburg Fortress Store & Displays — Auditorium

9:00 | Morning Prayer — Exhibit Hall

9:45 | 1* Plenary — Exhibit Hall

Opening of Assembly

Adopt Agenda & Rules

Introduction of Speakers & Special Guests
Report of the Credentials Committee

 First Ballot for the Election of a Bishop
Report of the Nominating Committee
Recognition of Retirements of Pastors
Report of the Treasurer

T Results of the First Ballot for the Election of a
Bishop

Reports of Committees and Agencies
Report of Reference and Counsel

Report of the Credentials Committee

¢ 1 Second Ballot for the Election of a Bishop

12:15 | Lunch
p.m.

1:15 | 2™ Plenary

¢ 7§ Results of the Second Ballot for the Election of a
Bishop

Report of the Presiding Bishop, ELCA
Recognition of 50" Anniversary of Ordination
Reports of Committees and Agencies

Report of Reference & Counsel

Bible Study 1

e Recognition of 25" Anniversary of Ordination

Proposed Agenda

3:00 | Break
Deadline for submitting resolutions

3:30 | 3™ Plenary

Report of the Credentials Committee

+ Third Ballot for the Election of a Bishop
Bible Study IT

Recognition of 4o™ Anniversary of Ordination
e Scholarship awards

5:00 Deadline for Nominations
Deadline for Budget changes

5:15 | Holden Evening Prayer

6:00 Buffet dinner — Auditorium
Birthday Party for Campus Ministry — North Lobby
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Saturday, June 9, 2007

8:00 | Registration — North Lobby
a.m.
8:30 | Worship — Presentation Hall — Rev. Kathie Bender Schwick
preaching, Bishop Harold Usgaard presiding

10:00 | 4" Plenary — Exhibit Hall

e Report of the Credentials Committee

¢ Elections for Committees, etc.

e T Results of the Third Ballot for the Election of a
Bishop

Candidates for the Election of a Bishop speak

+ Fourth Ballot for the Election of a Bishop

I'rom Gulttenberg to (Google presentation

+ Results of the Fourth Ballot for the Election of a
Bishop

Report of the Credentials Committee

 Fifth ballot for the Election of a Bishop

Reports of Committees and Agencies

e Report of Reference and Counsel

12:15 | Lunch

p.m.
130 | 5" Plenary

e T Results of the Fifth Ballot for the Election of a
Bishop

Report of the Bishop, Southeastern Minnesota Synod
Report of Elections

Adoption of 2008 Budget

Reports of Committees and Agencies

Report of Reference & Counsel

Commissioning of Churchwide Assembly Voting
Members

3:00 | Closing of Assembly

1 59.04. The bishop shall be elected by the Synod Assembly by ecclesiastical ballot. Three-fourths of the
legal votes cast shall be necessary for election on the first ballot. If no one is elected, the first
ballot shall be considered the nominating ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the
second ballot shall be necessary for election. The third ballot shall be limited to the seven
persons (plus ties) who received the greatest number of legal votes on the second ballot, and two-
thirds of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election. The fourth ballot shall be limited to
the four persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes on the third ballot, and
60 percent of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election. On subsequent ballots a
majority of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election. These ballots shall be limited to
the two persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes on the previous ballot.

epuady pasodoud

S9.04.01 Biographical data shall be distributed to assembly voters on each of the candidates prior to the
third ballot.

S9.04.02.  Nominees shall be given the opportunity to address the assembly voters prior to the fourth ballot.
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