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Synod News &

Welcome to ‘07
Assembly Voting
Members

Each year the Synoikssembly voting members are
added to the mailing list fdRiver Ciossings If you were
are now receivingriver Ciossingshecause of your
participation in Synodssembly you will remain on the

or be removedTlo change your subscription, contact
Katie Butler at 507-280-9457, 800-426-6376 (Miy),
or butler@semnsynod @rRiver Ciossingds always
available online at wwmsemnsynod.ay.

Southeastern Minnesota Synod
2007* Mission Support Income

Budget
$843,125

CurrentYear Last Year
JuneYTD $795,764 $837,042

* Fiscal Year February- January

As we enter the summer season in our churches, please
try to maintain support for the ministry partners, our
Southeastern Minnesota Synod and the Churchwide
expressionThis ministry touches the lives of many
people as together we honor God through the work we
do to share the good news of Christ with the world.
Thanks for all you have done and will continue to do
through your gifts.

Remember in Prayer

Health Concerns

Rev Glennys Knutson

Cathy Rehfeldt, wife of RewRichard Rehfeldt
Shannon Reuss, wife of ReReter Reuss
Rev Don Roberts

Sympathies

John Petersbgr(synod executive committee), whose
wife Carol died on July 2, 2007

Rev Ervin Franke, whose wife Irene died on July 4,
2007

Protection
Rev Erik Feig, deployed to Iraq
Rev SevenTimm, deployed to Iraq

Southeastern Minnesota Synod

“When God Speak$hrough
Change” featuring ReDr. Craig
A. Satterlee, November 4-6,
list for one year unless otherwise requested to remain on 2007, at the Radisson Inn of

Fall Theological
Conference

Make plans to attend the

Fall Theological Conference:

LaCrosseWis.

Dr. Satterlee is associate
professor at the Lutheran School
of Theology at Chicago, where he holds #xel Jacob
and Gerda Maria (Swanson) Carlson Chair in Homiletics.
He is also Dean of the Doctor of Ministry in Preaching
Program of thé\ssociation of Chicag@heological
Schools (ACTS). Satterlee is the author of three books --
Ambiose of Milars Method of Mystagogical Paching
Presiding in theAssemblyandWhen God Speaks
through Change: Rraching in imes of Congrgational
Transition- -and coauthor with Lester Ruth Gfeative
Preaching on the Sacramenf3r. Satterlee serves as
editor of Preaching Helps@ f@urrents in Theology and
Missionand frequently contributes to both scholarly and
ecclesiastical journals.

In addition to worship and DEatterlees three
presentations, the conference includes numerous learning
options from which to choose on Monday afternoon:
Preaching an@heatre (led by Eric Bunge), Chanting and
Leading Litugy, BeginnerYoga at the Franciscan
Spirituality CenterHealthAssessments by the Board of
Pensions, informal discussions on movies and books of
your choice at Buzzard Billg, or whatever you choose
to do.

The FallTheological Conference is a continuing
education event for leaders in the church.

Look for the registration brochure in the September
issue ofRiver Ciossings

Rev. Dr. Craig A.
Satterlee

Did you know..

That all congregations are encouraged to use the ELCA
emblem in addition to any congregational logo they may
have?To download diferent versions for use on
letterhead, websites, or other publications, go to
http://www.elca.og/emblem/
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ELCA to Offer Worship
Jubilee 2007 In
Chicago, August 3-6

CHICAGO (ELCA) --The Evangelical Lutheran
Church inAmerica's (ELCA) secon@worship Jubilee is
August 3-6 at Navy PieChicago, Ill.The event precedes
the 2007 ELCAChurchwideAssembly Omanized by the
worship staff of the ELCA, the event will draw more than
700 people involved in worship and music throughout
synods and congregations of the ELCA.

The event will celebrate the publication of
Evangelical LutherakVorship (EIW), and the future of
renewing worship under the theme, "Thanks Be to God."
ELW is a new primary worship resource developed by
the ELCA, released Oct. 3, 2006.

"Worship Jubilee 2007 will reflect the diversity of the
worship practices of the ELCAIthough this will be the
culmination of our yealong celebration of EW, this
event is where the family of resources that the ELCA
offers will really begin to unfold," said the ReMichael
L. Burk, ELCAexecutive for worship and litgical
resources.

Worship Jubilee 2007 will feature worship,
workshops, five primary presentations, and educational
opportunities for children and adults. Pre-Jubilee events
Aug. 2-3 will include tours of some Chicago
congregations for "pilgrimage and prayer

Workshops to be tdred include: "Virship in
Bilingual Assemblies," "Preach It, PastorA-Preaching
Primer for the Person in the PgWGathered foMorship
in aWoundedwWorld," "Liturgical Drama: Enacting the
Sacred ®ries" and "Living ChantThe Heartbeat of the
Assembly's Song."

OnAug. 4 the RevGladys GMoore and the Rev
Clayton J. Schmit will present papers on the sending
sentence, "Go in peace -- Share the good news." Moore
an assistant to the bishop of the ELNA&w Jersey
Synod, Hamilton Square, and Schmit is associate
professor of preaching, Full&heological Seminary
Pasadena, Calif. Moore and Schmit will discuss the
relationship between worship and what it means to be an
evangelizing church.

OnAug. 5 the RevDavid J. Lose and the Rev
GlauciaVasconcelo®Vilkey will each speak about
benefits and challenges related to the promise that Christ
is with people as they are sent out from worship with "Go
in Peace-- Christ is with you." Lose is an academic dean
at Luther Seminan&. Paul, Minn., an&Vilkey is

founder and director of the Summer Institute for Igtur
andWorship, Seattle University

OnAug. 6 "Go in peace -- Remember the poor" will
be the focus of a presentation by the Reaymond L.
Schultz. He has been the national bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC),
Winnipeg, since 2001 and will leave that réleg. 31.

Worship Jubilee 2007 will concludug. 6 with
opening worship service for the ELGZhurchwide
Assembly The Rev Mark S. Hanson, ELCAresiding
bishop, will preach and preside at the service.

Information abouwWorship Jubilee 2007 is found at
http:/mww.ELCA.org/worship/Jubilee/index.html on the
ELCA Web site.

ELCA News in Brief

Get the full stoy at wwwelca.og/news/blog

‘Summer 2007 ELCA World Hunger

Resource Packet' available
by LaurerA. Lamb*, ELCANews Service

The summer 200World Hunger Resource Packet of
the Evangelical Lutheran ChurchAmerica (ELCA) is
now availableThe packet contains resources to help
individuals, congregations and synods learn more about
and participate in ending world hunger

"Our 'go and do likewise' theme journeys its way
through ELCAWorld Hunger resource$he theme is
drawn from the parable of the Good Samaritan, the
gospel text for Sundayluly 15.This would be a natural
Sunday [for congregations] to distribute EL@Vorld
Hunger resources," said Sue Edison-Swift,
communication directoeLCA World Hunger and
DisasterAppeal.

The packet also includes popular items such as the
world hunger guide for congregations and a booklet
explaining why the church should participate in the
"StandWith Africa" and more. Financial gifts to the
ELCA World HungerAppeal designated fort&dWith
Africa help communities and churchesAifrica work to
banish hungerovercome HIV/AIDS and build peace.
The summer "dp 40 ELCAWorld Hunger Resources
Catalog" can also be found in the pacKéte 2007
Hunger Resource Packet was mailed to ELCA
congregations in mid-May

* LaurenA. Lamb is a senior public relations and speech
communication major at Southern lllinois University
Carbondale.This summer she is an intern with the
ELCA News Service.
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Saying ‘Yes' to G
Companion synods benefit from international

By Katie Butler
Synod Communications Director

Yes. Sometimes it is a question, sometimes an
answer How many times have we said it more as a
guestion in response to Gediall?We hear the call,
we’'re just not ready to say “yes” as the answer so we
follow it with a question mark instead/ould your “yes”
have an exclamation point or a question mark if you were
asked to move to another country for three months, a
country where you only knew a little of the language, an
to a place where you didrknow anyone?

In January the board of the Lutheran youth
organization in Colombia (JLMC) told participants at
their gathering that there was an opportunity to go to the
United Sates through the ELC#& camp progranihis
program brings young people from throughout the world
to ELCA camps to serve as counselors during the
summer JLMC’s membership of 16-30-yealds from
throughout Colombia was perfect for the job.

Eight young people from Colombia submitted their
applications to the JLMC board for the one spot to come
to the United &tes. Francisco Javier Ramirez
Castellanos was the individual selected to participate in
the program.

Even though Francisco was selected, he was not yet
guaranteed the
opportunity to come
to the United &tes.
Because of the
difficult process of
obtaining a visa to
the United &tes, he
was denied a visa twice before finally being granted one
on his third interview

Francisco, as well as another young man from
Liberia, have been the international &faf the summer
at Good Earttvillage, Springvalley, Minn. As a
counselor he does many things including helping with
small group activities like crafts and creek splashing,
leading lage group activities like signing, and leaving the
camp with other counselors to lead day camps at
congregations in Southeastern Minnesota.

When asked about the decision to come here,

d

“Would your ‘yes’
have an exclamation
point or a question
mark...?”

od’s Call

camp counselor program

Francisco said that he did
have to consider what would
happen with his studies and

Peace infunja, Colombia.
Until coming to Minnesota, hefs
was studying international 5
trade at a university ifiunja
and he teaches Bible school
two nights a week, once in a
neighborhood far from the
congregation for children whose families, for the most
part, do not attend worship, and once at the church. He
was sad about leaving both his studies and his work in
the church, but he believes that this opportunity was
God’s will and is grateful for it. He will return to the
university and his congregation when back in Colombia.

In fact, despite his worries about being absent from
his work in Prince of Peace, Francisco is learning new
things that he hopes to take back to his congregation.
One of the things he has noticed is all the motions that go
along with the songs he has learned at camp. He also
likes having all the resources, such as the craft materials,
available.

As many of us can imagine, the mosfidiflt thing
for Francisco has been the language barfgor to this
experience he had studied English, but most of his
experience has been in reading and writing the language.
Listening and speaking are a lotfdient than the written
word. For a while he didhsay much, but he has learned
and now communicates quite waNhen asked about
how difficult it is to be so far from his family he said, “It
is a good experience...I'm taking this time for learning to
love my family” In being so far awayhe explained, it
makes him realize how important they are.

Even though there is still someftitilty with
language, you dohheed words to know that Francisco is
happy to be at Good Eantfillage. Ask anyone who
works at or who has attended Good Eafillage this
summer and Francisahame will bring a smile to their
face. Everyone is unanimous that they love his smile, his
enegy and the enthusiasm with which he serves God.

Good Earthvillage and the Southeastern Minnesota
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Synod are happy to have Francisco here for the summer
as one more way to help strengthen our sysod’
connection to our companion synod — the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Colombid@he campers are coming
away knowing more about people from around the world

and Francisco has gained a wealth of knowledge from his

experience here.

Franciscos new friends at Good Eanthillage have a
running joke of replying to everything he says by saying
“yes” because of an incident that happened this summer
and his frequent reply of “yes.” For him it sometimes is a
guestion and sometimes is an ansWénen he heard
God's call to come to the Unitedades, though, he is
very happy to have said “yes” with an exclamation point.

Trip to Colombia

The next synod delegation to Colombia has been
scheduled for Octoberl120, 2007 and the group is now
being formedThis trip is especially encouraged for
pastors, stéfand members of congregations that have or
are considering forming partner congregation
relationships with congregations in Colomi#dl.are
welcome!

If you are interested in participating, please contact
Kathy Bolin or Katie Butler at the synodfick (507-280-
9457, 800-426-6376 (MMNnly), or
bolin@semnsynod.gr/ butler@semnsynod gy.

Francisco with some of the kids from his congregation,
Prince of Peace, Tunja, Colombia, and Jane Rinehart,
Southeastern Minnesota Synod Global Mission
Companion Synod Committee, chair, during the synodical
delegation trip to Colombia October 2006.

Thanks from Tanzania

Bibles and dictionaries given to students
training to work in the church

By Rev Kristen Schlauderff
Global Mission/Companion Synod Committee

My dear friends, praise the Lord. — Isaac

Friends, | want to give you thanks because you love me. |

say that because you continue to pay my tuition...so | say

thank you very much. — Mathias.

| ask God to continue to strengthen our relationship. —
Paulo

Before this assistance, | was lacking this support...May
God bless the partnership between you and us. — Martha

| am here at Kiamboi...l want to be a pasfidrank you
very much for your gifts of Bibles and dictionaries. —
Eliachim

Many thanks to the Southeastern Minnesota Synod for
Pastor David Hernes. He is a good ambassador of your
church inTanzania, especially in Kiamboi Lutheran Bible
Institute. — $anley

| hope we will continue to remember each other in the
service of our Lord and Savjalesus Christ. — Felix

These are just a few excerpts from the letters of
thanks written by students of the Kiamboi Bible Institute
in TanzaniaYou gifts to our companion synod, the
Central Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania, provided Swabhili/English Bibles and
dictionaries for 43 evangelism, parish workamnd
theology studentsuition and fees have also supported
these students. Many have families to support. Many
have already worked in the church as teachers and
evangelistsTheir passion to spread the Good News of
God's love through Jesus Christ has led them on a
journey to further study and to become pasfbheir
words say it best. “Thank you for your partnership
through the Southeastern Minnesota Synod!”
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2007 Churchwide Assembly

In August, 1,071 voting members from 65 synods
and 10,585 congregations serving on behalf of the

members and the number of congregations in the synod.
Some synods, therefore, have a dozen to two dozen

4,930,429 baptized members of this church plus hundredsoting members. Other synods have as few as four

of visitors and congregational observers will gather at
Chicagos Navy Pier for the 10th Biennial ELCA
ChurchwideAssembly (CV).

Role of the Churchwidé\ssembly
(www.elca.og/assembly/votingmatters/RoleofAssembtynl)

The CWA is designated as the “highest legislative
authority” in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA).That means that the assembly deals
with the purposes, functions, and directions of
churchwide ministriesThe assembly also addresses
issues that &ct the life of our whole church. In the
polity of that Evangelical Lutheran ChurchAmerica,
we have three primary expressions—congregations,
synods, and the churchwideganizationAs provided in
churchwide constitutional provision 8.1

This church shall seek to function as people of God
through congregations, synods, and the churchwide
organization, all of which shall be interdependent.
Each part, while fully the church, recognizes that it is
not the whole church and therefore lives in a
partnership relationship with the others.

One of the ways in which that interdependent
relationship is practiced is in assemblies. Congregations
elect lay voting members to serve in the synodical
assemblies. Clgy and those on thefafial lay rosters
under call also participate as voting members in
synodical assemblies. Synodical assemblies, in each
biennium, elect the clgy and lay voting members of the
ChurchwideAssembly Of the 1,071 voting members of
the 2007 C\WKX, at least 60 percent will be lay women and
men (50-50) and the remainder will be ordained
ministers About 10 percent of the voting members of
each assembly are persons of color or persons whose
primary language is other than English.

The number of voting members allocated to each
synod is based on two criteria: the number of baptized

It is important to note and remember that no
delegates will be present for the assemiabing
members are not delegates, as that term is understood or
used in some political contexiBhe voting members,
elected by Synodssemblies to serve in the G\Wcome
together as representatives not only of their own
congregations and synods by also serve on behalf of all
the people of the ELCA.

The Work of the ChurchwideAssembly
(www.elca.og/assembly/votingmattersikofAssemblyhtml)

When the voting members gather thisgust in
Chicago, much of their time will be devoted to making
decisions about matters that have been placed before
them by the ELCAChurch Council and synodical
assemblies. In addition, the members of the assembly
themselves may bring matters to the floor for discussion.
Legislative matters are placed on the agenda of the
ChurchwideAssembly in one of three ways: memorials,
resolutions, and elections.

Many of the 65 synods meeting in assembly during
the spring and summer of 2006 and 2007 adopted
memorials asking the Churchwidassembly to take
positions on a variety of specific issuéfe report of the
Memorials Committee will provide recommended
responses to these memorials, including a social
statement on education and mission funding.

In addition to memorials from synodical assemblies,
any voting member of the Churchwidesembly with
the support of one other voting memhbmay bring a
resolution on a matter which has not previously been on
the assembly's agenda for consideration by the assembly
Each resolution is considered by the 15-member
Committee of Reference and Counsel, which provides
some background information to the proposed action and
formulates a recommendation.

Nominees for vacant positions on the Church Council
and churchwide boards and committees are solicited from
a wide range of persons, including synodicéicefs,

Church Council members, voting members of the
ChurchwideAssembly and othersThese nominees are
collated by the Qice of the Secretanand the 18-

member Nominating Committee (elected by the previous
ChurchwideAssembly) prepares paired slates of
nominees for each vacant position for consideration by
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the assemblyCareful attention is given to the
representational principles described in the governing
documentsThese honor synodical and regional
considerations in addition to the usual principles for

inclusiveness. In addition to the paired slates presented i

the report of the Nominating Committee, nominations
also may be made by voting members during the
assembly[Elections at the 200&ssembly include
elections of a presiding bishop and secretary

There is a lot more information on the Churchwide
Assembly and even more to come, at
www.elca.og/assemblyPlease remember to pray for all
voting members, especially those from the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod, as they prepare for this important
calling.

Other Happenings

The ELCA's secontiVorship Jubileeis August 3-6.
Organized by the worship staif the ELCA, the event
will draw more than 700 people involved in worship and
music throughout synods and congregations of the
ELCA.

The event will celebrate the publication of
Evangelical Lutheran W'ship (ELW), and the future of
renewing worship under the theme, "Thanks Be to God."
ELW is a new primary worship resource developed by
the ELCA, released Oct. 3, 2006.

Worship Jubilee 2007 will feature worship,
workshops, five primary presentations, and educational
opportunities for children and adults.

Those attending the 2007 Churchwikesembly will
gather on the evening of Fridayugust 10th for a festive
banquetto celebrate the 20th anniversary of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church America.

Affirming Young Leaders Thanks BeTo God!,

Partner Congregation
Summit Encourages

"Accompaniment

By Jane Rinehart
Global Mission/Companion Synod Committee, chair

Members of 21 congregations attended the 2007
Partner Congregation Summit on May 19 at Good
Shepherd Lutheran in Rochestdhe Summit included
updates on the Companion Synod/Partner Congregation
program by Bishop Harold Usgaard, Kathy Bolin, fstaf
coordinator for the Global Mission/Companion Synod
(GM/CS) Committee, and GM/CS Committee chair Jane
Rinehart. Pastor Edward Gyunda from Ruruma Lutheran
Church,Tanzania spoke, preached at the closing worship
service, and taught the participamzanian songs.
Breakout sessions focused on getting a partner
congregation relationship started, nurturing a long-term
relationship, partnering with a congregationranzania,
and partnering with a congregation in Colombia.

Partner congregation Summits were first held in the
synod in 2003.These gatherings are intended to provide
encouragement and support to congregations who are
participating in the partnership program and to
congregations who are considering beginning a partner
relationship. One person commented on the “excitement
shared between participants” at the Summit and another
wrote, “I like the idea of relationship-building and see its
importance.”

The relationship that partner congregations share is a
walk with one another in a journey of faith where the
presence of Christ is revealed to both congregations —
accompaniment is a new way of understanding global
mission with our partners in Colombia afahzania.
Partner congregations receive an expanded view of the

August 6-9, is a gathering for young pastors, associates "I?)ody of Christ, broaden their vision of the Chusch’

ministry, diaconal ministers and deaconesses of the

ELCA. This event will celebrate, strengthen, and enhance

the public ministry of about 100 young rostered leaders
who are expected to participalehe gathering includes
conversations with ELCAeaders, networking, and

mission, and can provide a congregation many
opportunities to grow in discipleship.

37 congregations in our synod currently have a
partner relationship with a congregation in one of our
companion synodsWith 76 congregations in the

Global Café sessions to explore vocational issues, health Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia and the

and wellness, and resources for support and vitality in
ministry. Participants will attend C/worship and some
plenary sessions.

Central Diocese ofanzania (14 in Colombia, 62 in
Tanzania) more partner congregations are needed. |If
your congregation is interested in the possibilities of this
ministry, please contact Pastor Mark Johnson,
mjohnson@stjohns-elcagrKathy Bolin,
bolin@semnsynod.gr or Jane Rinehart,
djrinehart@chartenet.
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Bishop’s Column

A Healthy Challenge

Changes to the ELCA Board of
Pensions Health Plan

In his Sermons on the Catechism, Martin Luther
warns of the temptation of the flesh: “Guard us, dear
Lord, from temptation...the flesh seeks to satisfy its lust
in glutting, guzzling, and loafingAnd you probably
thought all this talk about wellness began just recently
with the ELCABoard of Pensions.

By now you have received information abditket
to Wellness: the 2008 ELCHealth Benefits PlarThere

are some important changes that deserve your attention,

especially because you will have control over the costs

November 4-6. | commit to report my progress to you at
that time, and | will be asking about your progress as
well.

2) If 75% of the plan members and spouses in the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod take the health risk
assessment, all the congregations and employers in our
synod will receive a 2% discount on health contributions
for 2008. Health costs
are always of concern  _ . .
for our congregations. Join with me RIGHT
Here is an opportunity NOW in establishing
to control those costs g healthy lifestyle.”
for 2008. Here is a
challenge to hold one

involved both for yourselves and the congregational costsanother accountable. Our goal is to have over 75%

for next yearPlease note two important items:

1) Take the health assessment on the Mayo Clinic
EmbodyHealth web portal and pursue the improvement
activities suggested for you, and you will receive up to
$300 into a personal wellness account.($600 if a spouse
is covered and also
participates in the health
initiative.) Hey it is an
ongoing challenge.
Experts note that you wil
gain one pound per year
after the age of 40hey
also note it takes 30-60 days to develop new healthy
habits. But if you write down specific goals, you are five
times more likely to attain them.

| invite you to join with me RIGHTNOW in
establishing a healthy lifestyl&€he health risk
assessment opens Oct. 1, but you will need to gather
some information in the meantime, i.e. height, weight,
cholesterol, etc. If you jump right in, you should be on
your way by the time of théheological Conference

“There are some

important changes

that deserve your
attention.”

Share Your News

completion by the time of thEheological Conference in
November

Again, from Brother Martirs sermon: “%u have the
promise that God will deliver you...therefore pray:
Father let not our flesh seduce us, let not the world
deceive us, let not the devil cast us down.”

Shalom

Harold Usgaard
Bishop

Get it Online
To read the Board of Pensiom&ws release on the
changes, go to wwwelcabop.ay and click on “More
news and events...” in the bottom right corner

Do you have something to share? Congregations can submit the following for publication on the synod website:

» Events- anything happening that you'd like to invite others to attend
 Job openings- any non-pastoral position can be posted free ofgehar

» News- share information about exciting things that have happened or will be happening in your congregation.

Send information to Katie Butler at butler@semnsynadaorcall her at the synodfiwfe at 507-280-9457 or

800-426-6376 (MN only).
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Sharing Our Faith at 200 ASynod Shig
Home Our fith Sories
ereetngs Children as Storytellers

By Rev JimAhlquist
Congregational Renewakam

Luke 8:26-39 tells about a man
possessed by a Legion of demons. B)
the end of the story the man was hea

and was sitting fully dressed and at Many times children are better at sharing “faith
peace at the feet of Jeslibe : stories" than adult Lutherans who invite someone to
townspeople have become afraid of ~Shirley Gangstad church every 17 years! Bishop Jim Justman (East
Jesuspower and ask him to leave. [n /" Frestient Central Synod ofVI) writes of a pastor and daughter
many Bible stories when Jesus is about to leave, he tells early one Easter morning:
the new believer‘Come. Follow me,” and the person "What are you doing, honey?"
leaves home and family and follows Jesus. Not so here. “I'm waiting for Jesus to wake up, Daddl's time

The man wants to leave with Jesus, but Jesus tells  for him not to be dead anymore."
him to stay and “declare how much God has done for "How do you know that, sweetheart?"
you.” At times it is much easier to share our faith and tell "Daaaad...Don't you listen when you talk in church?
our faith stories to strangefEo share with the people we  God promised that Jesus would wake up, and that we
know best is often ditult. Yet look at this ma’ won't ever have to be afraid again."
challengeThe people have just told Jesus to leave their "Oh.." replied a somewhat sheepish preaciveo
town—and the man is supposed to go to these same just happened to be a dad.
people now and “declare "Can | sit with you?"
how much God has don “At times it is much "Sure!" she said.
for you.” Talk abouta  egsier to share our So daughter and father snuggled into the rocker and
challenge—and yet he faith and tell our stared contentedly out the window facing e@ke _
went willingly into a . ) horizon was already painted with broad strokes of pink
hostile environment to faith stories to and orange as if touched by the very hand of God. Soon
tell others about this strangers.” the sky seemed ready to burs¥ith eyes fixed carefully
great healing and toward the brand new dathe hearts of father and
freedom he now enjoys—all because of Jesus! daughter leapt with joy as the first ray of the sun

So much for the excuse of “I cantitness because | cascaded across the landscapéth a flash of brilliance

have to stay at home” or “I cartalk about Jesus because an( life, the darkness had been vanquished; the whole
I’'m not sure people would be open to hearing the story  world looked clean and fresh.
Our instructions cannot be more clearly stated: “Go and "Hooray! Hooray!" shouted the delighted child as she

declare how much God has done for you!” Short, simple, scrambled down from her father's lap. "Come on Daddy!
straightforward—go and do! Let's go! Let's go!"

If that seems a bit daunting—and $etace it it is!— "Go where?"

then remind yourself of these verses: “I can do all things "Daaaddddy. It's not Easter 'til you tell somebody

through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13) and “All \we have to tell the others that He's awake agdiat's
things work together for good for those who love God.”  what you said in church. Don't you remember?"

(Rom. 8:28) "Uh...sure...er.why..Yes, of course. Sure,
Now, let us go with confidence and “declare what sweetheart!"
God has done for us!” "Come on...let's go! Jesus is alive!"

Blessings in Christ,

Shirley
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Call Update

S

elf Study:
Austin, Grace — solo
Cannon Falls, First English — associate
Glenville, First — solo (Gail Klavettemterim)
Harmony Saetersdal — part-time, solo
Kenyon, Gol — part-time, solo (Dan Dimick, interim)
Mabel, Mabel First — solo (Curtis Fox, interim)
RochesterBethel — associate
Zumbrota, Lands — solo (Luther Peterson, interim)

Interviewing:

Alden, Redeemer — solo (Dick Spande, interim)
Cannon Falls, Urland — senior pastor (Charles
Jacobson, interim)

Cannon Fallswangen Prairie — 1/2 time solo
(Charles Jacobson, interim)

Mankato, Christ the King — administrative pastor
Oakland, Oakland/Moscow — solo (Peter Sali,
interim)

RochesterGloria Dei — associate (Dick Rehfeldt,
interim)

Waseca, 6 John — associate

Webster Solor — solo, part-time

Wells, Good Shepherd — shared ministry pastor
(Gerry Geise, interim)

Ready to Extend Call:

Blue Earth,Trinity — co-pastor (Barbara Jewell,
interim)

Cleveland, Our Saviors — solo

Dodge Centerfaith — part-time associate
Wykoff, Immanuel — solo, part-time

Call Extended:

RedWing, First — associate

Upcoming Events

Aug. 1, 8, & 15, 2007 (\d.):Summerin the Son
Worship
Future site of Glory to God Lutheran Church,
RochesterMN
Staci Magnuson at 507-289-1841 or
www.semnsynod.@yevents/congregational.html

Aug. 6-11, 2007 (Mon.-Sat.XChurchwide Assembly
Navy Pier Chicago, IL
www.elca.og/assembly

Aug. 19, 2007 (Sun.5ood Earth Village Quilt
Auction
Good Earthvillage, Springvalley, MN
www.goodearthvillage.gr

Aug. 20-22, 2007 (Mon.-&48.): DiscoverYour Call:
Dependable & engths for Congregations
Luther SeminaryS. Paul, MN
www.luthersem.edul/lifelong_learning/kairos/
courses.asp

Aug. 24-26, 2007 (Fri.-Sun.zrantseeking and
ProposalWriting Workshop
Chicago, IL
www.semnsynod.grevents/educational.html

For more information about these or other events, visit
wwwsemnsynod.grand go to any of the “Eventsihks.

Get synod news in your e-mail inbox!
Anyone can sign up to get free synod news (including upcoming events) weekly on e-mail! Go to

www.semnsynod.gr and enter your e-mail address in the box on the right side of the Stweer-mail will never be
shared or distributed in any way
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Lay School
of Theology

Friday-Saturday September 21-22, 2007

Friday - 6:00 p.m., Saturday - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Gustavus Adolphus College, St. é&er, MN

Presenter:Linnea Wen, Professor of Art History
Gustavus Adolphus College

“Art in the Religious Life”

Cost: $60 (includes meals, lodging, and program materials); $40 (Saturday only)
Lodging is limited, so register early

Friday - Registration at 6:00, evening includes dinmership and communion, and a presentation on Paul Granlund
sculpture followed by discussion time

How can art: illustrate the stories of the Bible? interpret those stories anew for every age? suggest the divine
presence in our lives? comfort us? lead us to dedgastion? open dialog with dgrent peoples and faiths? be
valuable to faith if it is abstract?, uncomfortable, controversial?

We’'ll also discuss the process by which original art works for Christ Chapel have been commissioned in 2006 anc
2007. Participants will be encouraged to actively analyze and discuss art works and the role that art might play in
familiar congregational settings.

For more information, please contact Kathy Bolin via e-mail at bolin@semnsygad.by phone at 507-280-9457.

Photo: A portion of Paul Granlund’s Christ Door sculpture at Gustavus Adolphus College. Photo by Joe Lencioni.
| B N B B 5 B B &8 B B B B B &8 &8 &8 &8 & §B §B &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 B §B §B |

REGISTRATION FORM — Registration deadline is Friday, Septemberl4, 2007

Name:

Address: tareZ:
Home phone: Work phone:
E-mail:

Congregation & city:

Please note any dietary requirements:

Is it OKif we include your contact information on a list distributed to the class particifantd@ one) Yes No

Make check payable to the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. Clip and return this form and your check by
Friday, Sept. 14, 2007 to: Southeastern Minnesota Synod

Lay School ofTheology

1001 14th 8eet NW Suite 300

RochesterMN 55901-2551
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