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Synod News &

Fall Theological
Conference Registration

Online registration for the Synod Falheological
Conference (November 4-6) is available beginning
September 1 through October 18. Mail-in registration
forms are available in this issueRiver Ciossingsand
must be postmarked by October 15.

Update on Bishop
Usgaard’s Health

During the first week ofugust, Bishop Usgaard was

hospitalized in Rochester with cardiac related problems.
He did not have a heart attack, but diagnosis did lead to
having a pacemaker implanted.

He has spent some time at home recovering and will

This yeats conference has one session for which be back in the dite full-time after Labor DayThanks to
participants can choose from several activities. Space is all those who sent well-wishes during his recovery!

limited for these so get your registration in early! .
Check the enclosed registration brochure for more  Plain Talk About Money
and Credit

information.

The Southeastern Minnesota and Southwestern
Minnesota Synods, along with the Mission Investment
Fund, bring Nathan Dungan to southern Minnesota on
Saturday September 29 at Gustaviildolphus College,
S. Petey Minn. (9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.).

Nathan is one of the national medigo-to experts
on family finances and thefetts of mass marketing on
young people (as seen on KARETLV). He is the author
of Prodigal Sons and Material Girls: How Not to beuY
Child’s ATM (www.sharesavespend.com).

This event is great for high school students,
confirmation youth/guides, young adults, sponsors or
mentors, parents, grandparents, and anyone else who
craves to know more about achieving some sanity in our
materialistic world!

Go to wwwsemnsynod.greducational.html or
contact Larry Iverson at 507-280-9457, 800-426-6376
(MN only), or iverson@semnsynodgofor more.

Pulpit Supply List
The synod maintains a list of people who are willing
to fill in at worship when a congregatierregular pastor
is unavailable. Please help us maintain this list by:
» Checking your information to see that it is correct
* Letting us know if you want to be added or
removed from the list
« Letting us know if you call someone and find out
the information is incorrect or the individual no

Southeastern Minnesota Synod
2007* Mission Support Income

CurrentYear LastYear Budget
Juy YTD  $943,931 $987,463  $985,013

* Fiscal Year February- January

As the figures show through Julye are $44,000

behind last year at this point in congregational giving
passed on to the synddVe thank you for the gifts you
have shared and encourage you to continue to reach ou
with your gifts to our ministry partners, the

Southeastern Minnesota Synod and the Churchwide
expression as together we reach out to carry out the
mission of Christ into the world. May God bless our
generosity with the resources we have been blessed
with in our congregations.

Remember in Prayer

Health Concerns

* Rev Glennys Knutson

» Cathy Rehfeldt, wife of Re\Richard Rehfeldt
* Shannon Reuss, wife of ReReter Reuss
 Rev Don Roberts

* Rev Harold Usgaard

Sympathies longer wishes to be on the list
« Rev Edward Nieman, whose mothéfildred, died Check the list by going to wweemnsynod.grand
July 21, 2007 using the “Most Popular Downloads” list at the bottom of
the pageAny additions, deletions, or corrections can be
Thanksgiving given to Katie Butler by calling 507-280-9457 or

800-426-6376 (MN only) or e-mailing
butler@semnsynod.gr

* Reuv Erik Feig and Rev&evenTimm, safe return
from deployment in Iraq
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2007 Churchwide Assembly

Re-Elects Presiding

Bishop, Elects New Secretary, Takes Stands

The churchwide assemblthe chief legislative
authority of the Evangelical Lutheran ChurchAimerica
(ELCA), met in Chicag@ugust 6-1 at Navy Pier's
Festival Hall About 2,000 people participated, including
1,068 ELCAvoting membersThe theme for the biennial
assembly was "Living in Godfsmazing GraceThanks
be to God!"

Here are some of the things, in order of occurrence,
that the 2007 Churchwidsssembly accomplished:

'Evangelical LutheranWorship' Affirmed

Evangelical Lutheran Wshipwas afirmed as the
church's primary worship resource. "This
recommendation to @fm Evangelical Lutheran @r/ship
commits the ELCAo renewing worship in the world in
which we are called in and serve," said Carlos Pefia,
Galveston;Texas, vice president, ELCBhurch Council.

Mark Hanson Re-Elected Presiding Bishop

By a vote of 957 to 68, the voting members approved
the initiative that grew out of memorials from three
synods.

'‘Book of Faith' Bible-Sudy Initiative Affirmed

The assembly adopted "Book of Faith: Lutherans
Read the Bible," a sweeping five-year initiative to boost
study of the Bible throughout the ELCA.

That initiative grew out of a 2005 proposal made by
the ELCANorth Carolina Synodlhe ELCAVocation
and Education sthfleveloped the recommendation for
action.

See Larry Iversos’ column on page 9 for more
information.

Concern for Genocide in Darfur

Lutherans around the nation should study the
situation in Darfur and advocate to U.Sfi@éls in order
to seek an end to the killing that many call a genocide in

The RevMark S. Hanson, 60, was re-elected to servetheAfrican region.

another six-year term as presiding bishop of the ELCA.
Hanson was re-elected on the second ballot with 888
votes of the 1,029 cast.

Hanson, led on the first ballot with 765 out of 1,022
votes cast. He fell two votes short of being re-elected on
the first or nominating ballot.

Expanded "Welcome" for Returning Military \leterans

Churches and other agencies of the ELsbAuld
provide a "welcoming and supporting environment for
returning military veterans," and the bishops of the
church were asked to work with military chaplains on
additional ways to provide "healing ministries to military
veterans and their families.”

Voting members endorsed the proposal with 1,023
affirmative votesThe proposal grew out of a memorial
from the ELCASaint PauArea Synod.

Social Satement on Criminal Justice

The ELCAwiIll develop a social statement -- the
church's most authoritative teaching document -- on
criminal justice issues to be prevented to the
denomination for adoption in 2013.

Get it Online

News and photos from the 2007 ChurchwAdsembly
are available at wwwlca.og/assembly/

The resolution was passed by a vote of 976lto 1
Lutherans were ged to use the state and national
governmental advocacyfafes of the church and the
church's electronic advocacy network to contact public
officials to make the concerns of the churches known.

Escalation of IragWar Opposed

The assembly declared its opposition to "any
escalation of the war" in Iraq and called upon the U.S.
government to "take immediate and comprehensive steps
to end the violence and establish a peaceful, stable, and
just society in that countty

The resolution, passed by a vote of 874 to 78, also
urged Lutherans to engage in "moral deliberation about
the situation in Iraq and the policies and actions of the
government of the Unitedt&es ofAmerica in relation to
them" and uyed expanded concern for military personnel
and their families. Lutherans should also make their
viewsknownto membersf Congresstheresolutionsaid.

Recommitment to Luthera\nti-Hunger Efforts
Following reports from th&/orld Hunger Program
of the ELCAand Lutherarworld Relief (IWR), the
assembly committed denomination members and
congregations to renewedats to reach and surpass a
goal of $25 million in annual giving to the ELGAorld

Continued on page 4
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HungerAppeal.

By a vote of 984 to 5, the assembly committed the
church to "reach and surpass, as soon as possible, the
goal of $25 million in annual giving by individuals and
congregations" to the ELCWorld HungerAppeal. Last
years gifts to ELCAWorld Hunger totaled over $20
million.

Full Communion Relationship with Moravian Church
Extended

The assembly extended the ELCA's full communion
partnership with the Moravian ChurchAmerica to the
EastWestern Indies and thdaska Provinces of the
Moravian Church ilAmerica.

The 1999 ChurchwidAssembly voted to accept a
proposal for full communion for the Northern and
Southern Provinces of the Moravian Churcimerica.

The resolution was passed without amendment with ¢

vote of 999 to 23.

Memorials on Same-Sex Blessings Sent s Force

The assembly voted 733-278 to refer memorials on
the blessing of same-sex relationships toTdwk Force
for ELCA Studies on Sexualityrhe Task Force is
engaged in developing a social statement on human
sexuality to be presented to the 2009 Churchwide
Assembly

Education Social &atementAdopted

The assembly adopted, by a vote of 949 to 35, a
social statement on education addressing issues of
children's faith formation, quality of U.S. public schools,
and support for Lutheran schools and campus ministries.

Social statements are major documents adopted by
the ELCAChurchwideAssembly that address significant
social issues. "Our Calling in Education” is the ninth
social statement to be adopted by the ELCA.

David Swartling Elected Secraty of the ELCA

David D. Swartling, a trial lawyer from Seattle, was
elected to a six-year term as secretary

Swartling, 60, was elected to the position after a
series of five ballots. On the final ballot, he receivetl 61
votes, with the RevPaulA. Schreck, currently an
assistant to the ELC#ecretaryreceiving 366 votes.

The secretary is responsible for EL@#sters,
interpretation of governing documents such as the
churchs constitution, the ELCArchives and handles
other concerns for the 4.8 million-member church body
The post is a sthposition here at the ELCghurchwide

Part of the Churchwide Assembly
is joining together in worship and
prayer. Here a worship service
participant writes a prayer on the
prayer wall during the 2007 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly.

Photo from www.elca.org

office.

Swartling will succeed the Rekowell G Almen,
who has held the post of secretary since the Eln@s
formed in 1987 by a mger of three Lutheran
denominationsAlmen will leave ofice Oct. 31.

Restraint in Discipline of Congregations, Leaders
Encouraged

While the ELCAmade no changes to its standards
for its professional leaders during the Churchwide
Assembly it encouraged restraint in disciplining people
and congregations that call ministers in mutual, chaste
and faithful, committed, same-gender relationships, and
called for restraint in disciplining professional leaders.

By a vote of 538 to 431, the assembly encouraged the
ELCA's synods, bishops and presiding bishop to "refrain
from or demonstrate restraint in disciplining" people and
congregations who call qualified leaders on the
professional rosters of the ELC#ho are in a mutual,
chaste and faithful, committed, same-gender
relationship."The assembly also stated that the same
restraint should apply to the professional leaders who are
on the oficial rosters and are in committed same-gender
relationships.The proposal was adopted by the assembly
as a substitute for a recommendation of the Memorials
Committee.

Clarification of Bishops'Accountbility Requested

The assembly asked synod bishops to discuss their
accountability "to the adopted policies, practices and
procedures of the ELCAThe assembly requested that a
statement of such accountability be brought for
consideration to the 2009 Churchwiissembly

When introducing the motion, the Rd¥avid P
Gleason, ELCASouthwestern Pennsylvania Synod said,
"It seems to me that those who represent the church and
its striving for unity should in fact follow those adopted
practices and procedures. | think that it would simply

Continued on page 7
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College Grad Heads to South America

Southeastern Minnesota Woman participates in ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission

By Kirsten Dumke

The beauty of being a recent
college graduate is that the entire
world is in front of you. Quite a few
of my peers have plans to attend
graduate school, others take the
opportunity to work to pay bthe
evernagging student loans and there
are some that decide to branch out for
world travel before settling down to a
nine to five. Being eager to see how | could contribute to
the world around me, | applied to the EL€Xoung
Adults in Global Missions (XGM) program in February
of this year

As a graduate of GustaviAslolphus College, a small
ELCA college in $Peter| have known numerous
participants of th&/ AGM program; all brilliant
individuals who know that they can help make this world
different with God working through themfter hearing
their stories, th&« AGM program seemed like a
wonderful opportunity to bridge some cultural borders
and create amazing relationships through service.
Recognizing this same passion within me motivated me
to research the possibilities of world mission watkth
the help of the Internet and many conversations with
friends and family | was able to discern where God was
leading me; luckily th&rAGM staff thought | was right
for the job as well.

At the endApril, 46 YAGM applicants were asked to
come toWisconsin for a weekend of discernment that
would help place us in specific countries and programs.
We worshiped togetheinterviewed with country
coordinators and shared our excitement and fears about
what a year in mission would mean in our livésthe
end of the weekend, we gathered eagerly to hear which

Share Your News

country followed our names, many secretly having hopes
for one program over anothémwas thrilled to hear that |
was placed in thArgentina program and waited in
anticipation for the beginning of July to find out where |
would be placed. My country coordinatéate, took

note of each of our individual gifts and used those to
place us within a program.

With a July 3rd email from Kate, | was ecstatic to
find that | will be working in Montevideo, Uruguay with
the Obra Ecuménica Barrio Borro (OEBB) and Nuestro
Salvadoy Uruguays single congregation of the United
Evangelical Lutheran Church Argentina and Uruguay
(IELVU). Through Obra | will be working with an after
school program through which | will aide students in
their studies and will also help teach English. My 40-
hour workweek will be split between Obra and Nuestro
Salvadoy through which | will work with Pastdtilma
Rommel in a women and youth project in a low-income
community in Montevideo. Each of these programs work
very closely with
families of the
congregation and the
improvement of the
church communities.

This walk with
Christ will be an
amazing experience
that will be exciting and trying all in onAs the fall
nears | look forward to finding comfort in my new home
and a new family in Montevideo; the transition wdne
an easy one but these priceless experiences are far too
exciting to let pass by

“This walk with Christ
will be an amazing
experience that will

be exciting and
trying all in one.”

** Kirsten is the daughter of ReMark and Nancy
Dumke,Winona, Minn., and a member at Faith Lutheran
Church inWinona.

Do you have something to share? Congregations can submit the following for publication on the synod website:

» Events- anything happening that you'd like to invite others to attend
 Job openings- any non-pastoral position can be posted free ofgehar
» News- share information about exciting things that have happened or will be happening in your congregation.

Send information to Katie Butler at butler@semnsynadaorcall her at the synodfiwfe at 507-280-9457 or

800-426-6376 (MN only).
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1 this church, has an impact on people across the globe," he
Report of the Presiding e pact on peop 0
B|Sh0 o~ Hanson asked the assembly to "bury the notion" that
P : - the ELCA"is a poor church.” Income from the ELCA's
In his report to the 2007 Fa L 10,470 congregations exceeded $2.7 billion in 2006.

ChurchwideAssembly of the
ELCA, the RevMark S.
Hanson, presiding bishop of
the ELCA, defined what
leadership means for a "sent
church." Calling the voting

Funds held by congregations in endowments and
investments add another $2.2 billion, he said. "The $4
billion is only a fraction of the capacity we have to
support God's mission for the sake of the gospel and the
life of the world. We cannot be a sent church without
being a generous church."

members and others of the Hanson called on leaders to "double the number of
assembly "leaders," Hanson members (of the church) who are persons of color or
reflected on how "our shared leadership” might impact  whose primary language is other than English" by 2012.

the church for the future particularly by 2012 -- the "The church's failure to become multicultural in our

ELCA's 25th anniversary increasingly diverse society means we are not heeding
"I believe leaders for a sent church first will be God's call to be a sent church."

followers of Jesus Christ," Hanson told the assembly Hanson concluded his report to the assembly by

"Together let us lead this sent church, so that by 2012  reciting the mission statement of the ELGAMarked
each leader has at least one mentor and (serves) as a  with the cross of Christ forevewe are claimed,
mentor to at least one other person, each of us teaching gathered, and sent for the sake of the world" -- and
and learning what it means to be a follower of Jesus."  prayer

Leaders of the church will be evangelists who will

"not be embarrassed to reveal their baptismal identity" or Keyn Ote Speaker

"uncomfortable talking about Jesus," he said. "Pastors ar

called to be evangelists, but a sent church views Reminds ChurCh tO Pay

evangelism as the vocation of all the baptized."

A sent church also shows "growing evidence that (its) Attention to Women

members are becoming fluent in the first language of our

faith, the Ianguage of Scnptu_re,_" _Sa'd Hanson. o Dr. Musimbi Kanyoro, general secretary of iNerld
Hanson highlighted two significant communication YoungWomen's Christiadssociation (YWCA), brought
initiatives of the ELCAdesigned to help leaders the keynote address to the 2007 Churchwissembly
communicate the story of the ELGAan ELCA Celebrating in the midst of challenge, using our
branding campaign and a redesign of the chukbbls knowledge to be prophetic and committing to change,
site. o _ _ were among her themes.
"We've seen a decline in membership and in average "For the last 20 years, my ministry has been with

worship attendancéVe, togetherintend to reverse these  \yomen. | often say | am licensed to speak for women,"

trends not by becoming something we are not but by kanyoro saidA native of Kenya and linguist by training,
revolutionizing the way we communicate who we are,”  kanyoro received the Luther Institute's 208@tenbeg

he said. _ _ _ . Award for her service to church and society around the
The ELCAbranding campaign will be unveiled next  yor(d.

month in Denver and Boulde€olo.The church will run In Africa a gathering such as the 2007 Churchwide

ads in newspapers, outdoor billboards, bus shelters and Assembly would be "full of dancing in the aisles,"

Web sites. I':_Iach ad ends with the tagline, "Godisk. observed Kanyoro. '&be joyful in spite of and despite

Ou!rl Hands. o _ _everything around us is a sign of acknowledging the
The message of the campaign is that this church is - grace of God that is present with us all of the time."

called to share God's boundless love in the world," said There are many challenges to women in today's

Hanson. _ _ world: sexual abuse, poverty and &KI®S pandemic

_The new %LCANeb site -- set to launch in 2008 -- were among examples Kanyoro cited. "Paying attention
will focus on "telling the story of this church, what it to women is still a justice [issue] . Thanks be to God

stands farand sharing the ways in which God, through ¢ the ELCAcontinues to value justice for women."
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help to clarify for all of us in the church where the lines
of accountability lie for our bishops." By a vote of 318 to
309, the report was requested of the ELC#nference of
Bishops, a 67-member advisory body of the church
which meets at least twice yearly

HIV and AIDS Srategy Development Requested
TheAssembly passed a resolution calling for a
churchwide strategy for responding to HiMdAIDS to

Galatians, Christian
Freedom Subject of
Bible Studies

As an assembly of Christians, the participants of the
2007 Churchwidéssembly of the ELCAtudied the
Bible together as part of their week at Chicagdavy
Pier.

build on and deepen current denominational engagementg| cA Assembly Hears Message of 'Thgostle Paul'

with the pandemic in the U.S. and around the world.

The resolution requesting the strateggssed by a
vote of 925 to 22, ges further prayecharity advocacy
and education &irts to fight the pandemid@he ELCA
has committed $1 million to be used for the strategy's
implementation and the Luther&vorld Federation's
efforts fighting HIV andAIDS worldwide.

Two voting members expressed concerns that the
proposal lacked sfi€ient financial support, and a
resolution was passed by a vote of 586 to 13,
encouraging the ELC&hurch Council to commit up to
an additional $1 million to the implementation of the
strategy

The strategy would build on current EL@&#orts to
combat HIVandAIDS, which include the "@&nd with
Africa" campaign and advocacyfefts surrounding the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGS).

ELCA AssemblyActs to $rengthen the Church's
Financial Future

TheAssembly accepted a report with
recommendations from the ELG\ue Ribbon
Committee on Mission Funding -- a committee appointed
to study the funding policies and practices of the ELCA.

With a 623-52 vote, the assembly received "with
gratitude" the report of the Blue Ribbon Committee,
commended the content of the report for study and
reflection throughout the church, and fostered a renewed
commitment to "vigorous mission-supporfcefs."

With an 81-154 vote, the assembly amended the
resolution to include a proposal -- for presentation to the
2009 ELCAChurchwideAssembly -- that calls for the
development and implementation of a resource to "help
congregations assess their responsible and accountable
use of God's resources commended to their care."

Another amendment designed to encourage
congregations to share with synods and the churchwide
organization a minimum of 10 percent of their mission
support, with planned annual increases of at least 15
percent, was defeated with a 139-535 vote.

When Dr David Rhoads, professor at the Lutheran
School ofTheology at Chicago (LSTC), led his "study"
of the book of Galatians, participants were told not to
open their Bibles or take notes, but just listen.

Rhoads stepped to the podium and without the usual
pile of notes and with
no Bible in his hand,
looked at the assemble
crowd and began
reciting the book, a
letter from theApostle
Paul to the church in
Galatia, a region of
Asia Minor. "Grace to
you and peace from
God our father and the
Lord Jesus Christ," he declared in a loud voice.

For the next 30 minutes, it was as if fgostle Paul
were preaching to the Lutheran assembly using the voice
of the Chicago seminary professbr the Book of
Galatians, Paul explains his "authority" to speak to the
churches, and -- in the kind of forceful language that
might be considered impolite in more genteel Lutheran
forums -- berates the Christians in Galatia for being lured
away from the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

“It was as if the
Apostle Paul were
preaching to the
Lutheran assembly
using the voice of
the Chicago
seminary professor.”

Bible Sudy Focused on Human Sexuality

Voting members and observers participated in a two-
part Bible study focusing on the topic of human sexuality
through the study of the verses 1 to 10 of the first chapter
of GalatiansThe Bible study was led by the Ré&yavid
L. Tiede, former president of Luther Seminasy Paul,
and professoAugsbug College, Minneapolis.

Tiede asked the assembly to consitlieow in
heaven's name are we as a church going to develop and
adopt a 'social statement' on sexuality in the midst of
disputes about what is moral or just? If it's all just sexual

Continued on page 8
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politics, as the media suspect, our congregations and our

families are split."

"Sex is harder to discuss than mangg what if your
politics are liberal or conservative?" askadde.

Tiede told the Churchwid&ssembly that thépostle
Paul's letter to Galatia is a riskyet powerful testimony
to Christians. "Paul writes, 'for you were called to
freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become slaves to one angthEiede said.

"Christian freedom is not just freedom from, but
freedom for ... freedom to be a blessing to your
neighbors," he said.

"Imagine how
rich our conversations
and witness as a church
will be as we allow
ourselves to listen not
as partisans on issues,
but as fogiven sinners
beloved by Godwe
have no illusions that
the deliberations,
debates and decisions
will be untroubled," he
said. "Our Lord did not
promise it would be
easy for us, but He did promise to be present with us."

Tiede used the task force's study to share with the
assembly two insights that could "aid our listening to
hear God's word of promise." First "it's all about the
promises. Paul's rich and complicated history lesson
scores the point that God began with promise," he said.
Second, "it's all about Christ Jesus. (Paul's) conviction is
that faith is not only that we believe, but that our trust in
Jesus is the bond which Christ's own faithfulness comes
alive in our lives."

"My prayer, dear friends, is truly that the word of
Christ may dwell in all of us richlyThat we may truly be
... caught up in Christ's bold, compassionate mission of
love, inspired by his self-giving to the point of death,"
saidTiede.

Dr. David Tiede, Augsburg
College, leads Bible study:
Dwelling in the Word;
Galatians 1:1-10

Bible Sudy on Christian Freedom
The RevTimothy J.Wengert, professpt.utheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, led a Bible study
analyzing the concept of "freedom in Christ."
Comparing the fifth chapter of the book of Galatians
with Martin Luther treatise, "Freedom of a Christian,"

Wengert began his study by quoting Aupostle Paul --

"In Christ you are free!" he said. "Free from sin, free
from law; free from death, free from the devil and evil,
free from guilt and shame, free from doubt and despair
free from working your way into Gosl'good graces!"

However Wengert said, too many Lutherans are
unaware of this freedom. "According to a recent poll,
almost half the Lutherans in the Unite®s think that
we are saved by our works, by our moral rectitile!
are not'We are saved by Galgrace alone, through faith
alone, because of Christ alone!"

ThenWengert challenged participants, asking, "So,
now that you are free from doing anything, what are you
going to do?" Quoting again from Paul's Gospégngert
emphasized that God's grace isn't an excuse to sin. "For
you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence." Instead, salllengert, this freedom is an
opportunity to do good in thanksgiving for God's grace.

Bible Sudy on Lutheran Ethics
Dr. Marit Trelstad, associate professBacific
Lutheran UniversityTacomaWash., provided wisdom
for "turbulent times" in her Bible study
"Lutheran ethics begins not with a set of legal codes,
but first with the baptismal fontTrelstad said. She
applied insights from the NeWestament book of
Galatians and Martin Luther's treatise, "The Freedom of a
Christian," to the current study on human sexuality
Trelstad said that

Luther used an “Lutheran ethics
anchored, yet flexible

approach"” instead of begins not with a
using Scripture solely for set of legal codes,

a "list of moral but first with the

prescriptions.” . )
Trelstad reminded baptismal font.

assembly members of
Luther's conclusion, "#are free in Christ to love and
serve the neighbdrShe challenged church members "to
develop a relevant, healthy understanding of sexuality
where 'health’ is understood as cultivating a growing love
and concern for God, neighbor and self."

She asked assembly participants, "What would a
social statement on human sexuality look like if it were
shaped by God’'promises, our common identignd our
call to love and serve the neighbor?" She encouraged
assembly participants to respond to the current study on
human sexuality in writing.
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Book of Faith Initiative Challenges in Life Open

By Larry lverson

Synod Minister W|ndOWS
Greetings!

“For leaders of a ‘sent churctd tell the story of our
Triune God and God'reign of grace and meraye need How many times have you heard
to know the storyTogether let us lead this ‘sent church’  used the saying: “God never shuts a
so that by 2012 there is growing evidence that the unless God also opens a windowVe
members of this church are becoming fluent in the first ~use the phrase to comfort someone W
language of our faith — the language of Scripture.” has undegone an unexpected and :

Bishop Mark Hanson stated this in his “Report of the uUnpleasant change and to give them 2“{:2‘:\{?%&9?‘};‘:
Bishop” to the hope of new and better things to com " 7 7
ChurchwideAssembly “|t i hoped that...this I'm not sure how _comforting this phrag,e really is but it
onAugust 8 after the Word . embodies a certain trutfihe hope that it suggests really
Assembly voted _Or can glv_e us gets to the heart of our faith.
earlier in the day to confidence to witness When we suer a setback or a loss — and life brings
undertake a five-year more to our caIIings Iotshof tgerr:]! a thohse are the trimes that Wehdiscover t())urk
initiative to boost PR . faith and the depth of our faith. In fact, without a setbac
study of the Bible as Ch”StlanS"m the or crisis or loss, we are for the most part unaware of the
throughout the ELCA. world... strength of our faith.

It is referred to as the The other side of the coin is also true. It is only when
“Book of Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible.” we take risks, invite change and step into the unknown,

The recommendation, consisting of nine points, gives that we truly find out if indeed we “can do all things
specific suggestions for ways to “invite and encourage allthrough Christ who strengthens” us. Sometimes it seems
members...of this church to commit themselves regularly that every circumstance of our lives igjimg us forward
and increasing]y to hearing, reading’ studying1 Sharing into a new endeavor or a new |ifeSty|e, but we drag our

and being formed by GoslWord.” It calls for use of feet and sabotage ourselves with every conceivable
existing resources and developing new material for use irexcuse. “But” becomes the operative word for us as in I
studying the Bible. could do that but . . .”

This initiative will help us as Lutherans know the The length of time that “Each crisis or

Word better through our study of Scriptuvée often feel ~ We allow “but” to
as Lutherans that we do not understand Scripture as wellcontrol our I|_ve§ IS a challenge that we
as other denominations and faiths, yet we know the joy Pretty good indicator of face can leave us

and power of th&Vord to inform our faith. It is hoped the strength and depth ¢ - with stronger and

thgt this initiativ_e will encourage us to engage deeper so our faith. _ deeper faith.”

this Word can give us confidence to witness more to our | certgmly dont

callings as Christians in the world and to give us strengthWish a crisis on anyone. o

in our daily lives. On the other hand, each crisis or challenge that we face
It was one of our synosi’strategic initiatives two can leave us with stronger and deeper fdittere are

years ago, and it continues to be an ongoing hope for us always windows open to us; there are always altgrnanves

to grow closer to Christ and the world through and possibilities. May God give each of us the wisdom to

understanding our faith better step out in faith and experience them.

In Christs love, Blessings in Christ,

Larry Iverson _
Shirley

Get it Online

Learn more, participate, and find resources online at
www.elca.og/bookofaith
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200 ASynod Shig Call Update
Our Rith Sornes Self Study:

Austin, Grace — solo

Wr|t|ng Fa|th Stones 1{0) « Cannon Falls, First English — associate
e Cannon Falls, SAnsgar — associate
Hel P Th roug h Toug h - Glenville, First — solo (Gail Klavettginterim)
. e Harmony Saetersdal — part-time, solo
T| mes * Kenyon, Gol — part-time, solo (Dan Dimick, interim)
By Beth Krehbiel * Myrtle/Glenville, Bethlehem/Deer Cre&kalley — solo
Congregational Renew&kam * RochesterBethel — associate

e St Charles, Faith — solo
It seems fitting that our

newslgtter .is calle®iver Interviewing:
Crossingggiven the recent
tragedy with the 35Wridge collapse. | think about the
people who started their day like any other only to find it
end in terrorinjury and for some, death. | don't suppose
anyone can really understand why this happened and wh§/ X
to those unfortunate people. Howewshere one could * Waseca, 8John — assomatg
see the presence of God was in the responders — citizens ~ Vebster Solor —solo, part-ime
who took it upon themselves to see after the safety of ~* Wells, Good Shepherd — shared ministry pastor
others before themselves, egmmcy responders whose (Gerry Geise, interim) o
quick action certainly saved lives, the countless ¢ Zumbrota, Lands — solo (Luther Peterson, interim)
healthcare providers around the metro area who came in
without being called to see if they could make a positive Ready to Extend Call:
difference, and also the church communities who rallied « Alden, Redeemer — solo
to establish crisis support for the victims and as well as « Cannon Falls, Urland — solo
holding prayer services tofef support to the involved « Cleveland, Our Saviors — solo
families and the lgrer communitySometimes it takesa
crisis for us to deeply share our faith and our convictions.,

Thankfully, there are many times throughout the year |
where we come together for more "usual” gatherings of
celebrations and worship. However it is easy for us to
slip into the ordinary and keep our faith stories for .
ourselves. Encouraging members to write their faith storyCall Accepted._ o
for a written devotional or share verbally what their faith *© Mark Wilms, Faith, & Charles, tdrrinity, Blue Earth,
has meant to them is an important way to keep our faith ~ Trinity, co-pastar9/1/07
stories alive during the every day times. It also builds ¢ KarenA. Pahl, IT'S Seminaryto First, Red\ing,
practice and confidence for us to share our faith when associate, 8/1/07
times are stressful. » Becky L.Timm Welch, Luther Seminaryo

Immanuel Wykoff, Immanuel, solo, 8/22/07
* Margaret (Meg) SandeGood Shepherdiells, to
shared ministry pastor/22/07

e Cannon Fallswangen Prairie — 1/2 time solo (Charles
Jacobson, interim)

Mabel, Mabel First — solo (Curtis Fox, interim)
Oakland, Oakland/Moscow — solo (Peter Soli, interim)

Dodge Centerfaith — part-time associate
Mankato, Christ the King — administrative pastor
RochesterGloria Dei — associate
RochesterPeople of Hope — associate

CaII Accepted:
KarenA. Pahl, Lutheraheological Southern S
Seminary graduate, to First, Rédng, 7/22/07

* Becky L.Timm Welch, Luther Seminary graduate, to
Immanuel Wykoff, Immanuel, 8/4/07
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Lay School
of Theology

Friday-Saturday September 21-22, 2007

Friday - 6:00 p.m., Saturday - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Gustavus Adolphus College, St. é&er, MN

Presenter:Linnea Wen, Professor of Art History
Gustavus Adolphus College

“Art in the Religious Life”

Cost: $60 (includes meals, lodging, and program materials); $40 (Saturday only)
Lodging is limited, so register early

Friday - Registration at 6:00, evening includes dinmership and communion, and a presentation on Paul Granlund
sculpture followed by discussion time

How can art: illustrate the stories of the Bible? interpret those stories anew for every age? suggest the divine
presence in our lives? comfort us? lead us to dedgastion? open dialog with dgrent peoples and faiths? be
valuable to faith if it is abstract?, uncomfortable, controversial?

We’'ll also discuss the process by which original art works for Christ Chapel have been commissioned in 2006 anc
2007. Participants will be encouraged to actively analyze and discuss art works and the role that art might play in
familiar congregational settings.

For more information, please contact Kathy Bolin via e-mail at bolin@semnsygad.by phone at 507-280-9457.

Photo: A portion of Paul Granlund’s Christ Door sculpture at Gustavus Adolphus College. Photo by Joe Lencioni.
| B N B B 5 B B &8 B B B B B &8 &8 &8 &8 & §B §B &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 &8 B §B §B |

REGISTRATION FORM — Registration deadline is Friday, Septemberl4, 2007

Name:

Address: tareZ:
Home phone: Work phone:
E-mail:

Congregation & city:

Please note any dietary requirements:

Is it OKif we include your contact information on a list distributed to the class particifantd@ one) Yes No

Make check payable to the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. Clip and return this form and your check by
Friday, Sept. 14, 2007 to: Southeastern Minnesota Synod

Lay School ofTheology

1001 14th 8eet NW Suite 300

RochesterMN 55901-2551
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