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Synod News &

Communicators
Scheduled to Gather for
Retreat

Following positive reviews of 200§ first ever retreat
for people in communication roles throughout the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, a second retreat is
scheduled for January 24-25 at Good E¥iitlage. This
retreat is meant for any stafr volunteers who work with
communications including newsletters, bulletins, and
websites. Last year group gathered for fellowship,
relaxation, job idea and resource sharing, and to learn
more about the work of the syndffatch the December
River Cossingsfor more details about the 2008 retreat.

Southeastern Minnesota Synod
2007* Mission Support Income

CurrentYear LastYear Budget
SeptYTD $1,239,549 $1,277,394 $1,289,679

* Fiscal Year February- January

The generosity of our congregations in the past month
for gifts to the flood relief has been wonderfide

thank you for your generous gifts. Please continue to
honor the regular giving to the synod so we can honor
our commitments to our ministry partners and the
churchwide expressioiVe have fallen behind last
years giving by almost $40,000, but we trust in your
faithfulness and your generosity to continue to share
this expression of our faith to carry out Geodiinistry

in the world.

Welcome to Rev. Linda
Gunderson

Young (and Not-as-
Young) People Learn
about Finances

“The choices we make with our money can
change the world.”

Over 100 adults and students were present at
GustavudAdolphus College in tSPeter on Sept. 29 to
hear about the economic impact of our temptations to
spend from Nathan Dungan, one of the national media’
go-to experts on family finances and thieefs of mass
marketing on young people. Considering our spending
habits becomes important as temptations to spend do not
allow us to be generous people and results in a 0.0%
savings rate in our country

Dungan spoke about how healthy financial habits
could equal financial and personal success for all of us.
By sharing we can be concerned about the needs of
others and live lives of gratitude. By saving we can learn
patience and financial discipline. By watching our
spending we begin to make distinctions on what are
“needs” and what are “wants” in our lives.

These issues are significant with young people
spending over $1 trillion a year and children spending
five times more money than their parents did when they
were the same age. Nathab'ook,Prodigal Sons and
Material Girls: How Not to be your Child/ATM, can be
a good resource for your congregation and youth to
address these economic and stewardship concerns.

Remember in Prayer

Health Concerns

e Rev Glennys Knutson

e Cathy Rehfeldt, wife of Re\Richard Rehfeldt
* Shannon Reuss, wife of ReReter Reuss

« Rev Don Roberts

Rev Linda Gunderson is now in place in her new call Sympathies

as Synod MinisterShe can be contacted by calling the
synod ofice at 507-280-9457 or 800-426-6376 in
Minnesota or at her new e-mail address:
gunderson@semnsynodgoHer installation will occur
during worship ormuesday morning (Nowb) of the
Theological Conference.

* Rev Harold Usgaard, whose fatherlaw Mervin
Ellingson died Sept. 28

* The family of RevHarry Peterson, who died Sept.
19, 2007

* The family of RevLeonard Benson, who died Sept.
18, 2007
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Lutheran youth in
conversation about
human sexuality

by Melissa Ramirez CoopdeLCA News Service

"Free in Christ to Care for the Neighbor: Lutheran
YouthTalk about Human Sexuality" is now available to
seniorhigh-school-age members of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church il\merica (ELCA). Issued by thEask
Force for the ELC/Studies on Sexualifythe 75-page
resource is available as a free download (PDF) on the
church'sWeb site and was mailed Sept. 10 to the 10,549
congregations of the ELCAhe resource is an
adaptation of the adult studi{Free in Christ to Serve the
Neighbor: Lutheran¥alk about Human Sexuality

The resource engages sertiggh Lutherans in
conversation about human sexuality through music,
movie clips, stories from young people and more. Bible
study prayer and ELCAocial teachings provide a
foundation for youth as they reflect on such topics as
"when is sex okay "how do creation and sin impact my
view of sex," and "how do | respond to the way
sexuality is depicted in popular cultur@he resource
offers six sessions, each with a handout to help families
continue the discussioouth and their leaders will be
able to log on to an accompanyigb site and share
ideas in an online discussion forum, said the. Reari
M. Reierson, associate director for studies, EL@Arch
in Society

"Through 'Free in Christ to Care for the Neighbor
senior high youth can provide written feedback to the
Task Force on ELC/Atudies on Sexuality while the task
force writes the first draft and proposed social statement
on human sexualifysaid Reierson. Responses from
youth are due Dec. 15, 200X proposed social statement
on human sexuality is expected in early 2009.

Get it Online

All the latest on the ELCA Sudies on Sexuality
including the youth studys available at
www.ELCA.omg/faithfuljourney

ELCANews in Brief

Get the full stoy at wwwELCA.og/news/

ELCA Hosts Consultation on HIV, AIDS
CHICAGO (ELCA) --The Evangelical Lutheran
Church inAmerica (ELCA) is in the process of
developing a national church strategy on HIMIAIDS.
The church hosted a consultation on FAMIAIDS in

Chicago Sept. 7-9 that called together about 65 Lutherans

from the United &&tes and overseas to help guide the
church's work in developing the strategy

"We as religious people want to be involved on the
ground as centers giving health resources, and to
participate in education and advocdsaid the Rev
Mark S. Hanson, ELCArresiding bishop, in a video
greeting to participants. "Be prophetic in speaking truth
that not all have equal access to resourddss is a
human rights issue and HBNJAIDS cannot be
separated from issues of wealth, poverty and justice.
This involves approbation, legislation and education."

Special guests of the consultation included Lutherans
from Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East and Latin
America, who shared stories and experiences of their
work surrounding HIVandAIDS and ofered the ELCA
advice on issues and topics that a strategy onatiy/
AIDS might address. Representatives from the
EcumenicalAdvocacyAlliance, LutherarAIDS Network,
UNAIDS, and the Lutheraworld Federation also
attended the consultation.

Information, stories and advicefeffed at the
consultation were recorded and will be passed on to a
writing team that will articulate some possible
recommendations for the church to considard
Josselyn N. Bennett, director for poverty ministries,
ELCA Church and SocietyThis process will lead to a
strategy on HIVandAIDS for the ELCA. "The strategy
will be brought to the ELCAChurch Council for
(consideration) in 2008 and reported to the 2009 ELCA
ChurchwideAssembly' said Bennett.

The 2007 ELCAChurchwideAssembly called for the
development of the strategy

Get it Online
Information about the ELCA's ministry on Hidhd
AIDS is at wwwELCA.org/aids and the ELCA's message
onAIDS is at wwwELCA.org/socialstatements/aids
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Important Changes in Health

Insurance

From wwwelcabop.og
For people covered by ELCBoard of Pensions
insurance:

What you need to know ...

The ELCABoard of Pensions is going to pay you
to take the confidential Mayo Clinic health risk
assessment and pursue health improvement
activities.

Take these steps and it will credit up to $300 into
your 2008 personal wellness account (defined
legally as a health reimbursement arrangement).
If your spouse is covered by the plan and
participates, you'll get another $300 credit. Use
these dollars to reimburse yourself for eligible
health care expenses like deductibles and
copayments.

If 75% or more of the members and spouses
receiving ELCAPPO Benefits in our synod take
the health risk assessment, our entire synod's
congregations and ganizations will receive a 2%
discount on health plan contributions for 2008.
This discount applies starting the month after our
synod reaches the 75% go#he earlier we reach
75%, the more we'll all save on 2008 health
contributions.

Rememberthe health risk assessment is
confidential. The Board of Pensions will not share
personal health risk assessment results or
participation information with employers or synod
offices.

What you need to do ...

Read the member toolkit that came by mail this
fall from the Board of Pensions.

Register on the Mayo Clinic EmbodyHealth web
site.

Take the health risk assessment well before
Jan. 1, 2008.

Pursue health improvement activities online.

Help Available at Theological Conference

Live we
Healthy Leaders
Enhance Lives

For congregation members wanting to save their
congregation money:

What you can do to help earn this 2% discount ...

Encourage your employees and their spouses
receiving PPO Benefits to take the health risk
assessment as soon as possiiés includes
pastors and any full-time stafith Board of
Pensions insurance.

Make sure they have an e-mail account and
access to an internet-connected compilteey'll
need both to take the health risk assessment and
earn their personal wellness dollars. Spouses and
plan members will need separate e-malil
addresses; they can't share an e-mail address.
(Free e-mail addresses are available through
services such at HotmaWahoo, and GMail, call
Katie Livingood at the synod fide if you need

help setting these up - 507-280-9457 or 800-426-
6376 in Minnesota)

If they're having trouble registering on the Mayo
Clinic EmbodyHealth web portal (where they
take the health risk assessment), help them
troubleshoot or contact the Board of Pensions for
assistance at (877) 352-0005 or
mail@elcabop.@. More troubleshooting help is
available online at wwwelcabop.ag .

Invite your employees to wear the | took the first
step button (included in the Member Kit) to
church or work place once they've taken the
health risk assessment.

Invite them to uge their synod colleagues to

take the health risk assessment. Suggest they
wear their button at synod events to start
conversations about the health risk assessment.
Urge your colleagues within the synod to help
promote taking the health risk assessment in
2007.

Board of Pensions will be aheological Conference to assist individuals in getting started on EmbodyHealth.
Bring your medical numbers with you and get your risk assessment completedill be asked for height,
weight, HDL, LDL, total cholesterol, triglycerides, blood sugar (glucose), body fat %, and blood pressure.
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ELCA World Hunger a Focus for 2008

As mentioned in Larry Iversos’column this month
(see page 9), the emphasis at the 2008 Sgsedmbly
will be on hunger issues. Part of this includes working
towards a resolution passed at the 2007 Syrssgmbly
‘A River of Giving'to theWorld HungerAppeal.This
resolution challenges each person in the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod to increase their giving to the ELCA
World HungerAppeal by $1 in 2008This increase would
bring the average givinger baptized membén the
synod to $2.51 per yedrhe resolution stated the
intention of this increase to be a means of expression of
“our gratitude for all the gifts we have received from our
Lord and on behalf of the needs of the hungry and
impoverished.”

Read on to learn more about EL®Yorld Hunger
and what your déring dollars help support.

Four major functions
ELCA World Hunger improves the lives of people in
need in the Unitedt8tes and around the world by:

« providing immediate relief for peoplefatted by
chronic hunger and poverty;

« assisting whole communities through long-term,
sustainable development to help alleviate chronic
hunger and poverty

« advocating for justice by changing laws and
systems

e educating members of the ELGawareness of
issues relating to hunggroverty and justice

These major functions of th&orld Hunger Program

How does ELCAMNorld Hunger carry out these
functions?

ELCA World Hunger supports "partner
organizations" that carry out international relief and
development on the ELCA's behalf with grants from
money raised by thé/orld HungerAppeal.Also through
grants, the program helps fund more than 200 relief and
development projects in the Unitethts.

Funds raised by thé/orld HungerAppeal also
support eforts of ELCAunits and other outside partners
as they:

» Teach members of the ELCA
about causes and solutions to
global poverty

« Carry out active projects in
environmental stewardship.

e Carry out hunger advocacy
work in the ELCAWashington
Office in Washington, D.C., and
in 20 state dfces as well as
Bread for theNorld.

« Examine our lifestyles through resources from
Alternatives for Simple Living.

HUNGER

How is the money raised?

All money raised by th&Vorld HungerAppeal comes
through specially designatedf@fings and donations
from ELCAmembers, congregations, and friends. ELCA
World Hunger receives no benevolence (general budget
money from general ELCAember dierings). Fund
raising eforts are directed by thé&/orld HungerAppeal,

are guided by the related objectives adopted at the 1987 but the ELCA's daily world hunger ministry is based in

ELCA Constituting Convention.

ESUS SAID,
GO AND DO
LIKEWISErs55

10:37

congregations, where most of the fund raising takes
place.

Who decides how the money is spent?

While most of the funds thé/orld HungerAppeal
collects are raised in congregations, the funds are
collected at the ELCA&hurchwide (national) @te in
Chicago.There, the work of raising and spending of
funds is coordinated and supported by various units
(departments) of the churchwiddiog, including:

Continued on page 8
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Synod Pastor Hosts New Retreat for

Women Clergy

On December 2-4 women ofgr of the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod will gather at Good Eavtiiage for a
women clegy retreat diered by RevAnn Siverling,
Grand Meadow Lutheran Church, Grand Meadeliwnn.
This retreat, approved by the Southeastern Minnesota
Synod Spiritual Renewdleam of the Lay and Clgy
DevelopmeniTeam, will be the beginning of a 14-month
exploration adventure to which participants will be
invited (but not required) to participate.

Siverling writes the following about the upcoming
retreat:

According to theAmerican Heritage
Dictionary, “midwife” is defined as: “a person
who is trained to assist

they meet along the /N‘i:?(//‘)—i
. — h,

way, to become who /,u») o~ F))
and what God has * & = 7;?] =
created those people™ ~ 7 (x-
to be.As part of the journey >
participants will learn to tend/ /

and be tended by one another as

they give birth to their own visions, dreams and
goals of their ministries and lives.

The guide for this journey will be the book
Midwives of an Unnamed FutirSpirituality for
Women in Tmes of Unpecedented Changé&he
publisher of this book writes, “This is a book for
women who are passionate about exploring their

role in shaping the ‘unnamed future.’

o

1:"1-‘\\
—

women in childbirth.”A
second definition of
“midwife” is: “one who
assists in or takes a part in
bringing about a resultThe
literal roots of the word
“midwife” mean “with
woman.”

Women clegy often find

“The goal of this retreat
Is to open the eyes and
spirits of women clergy
to their unique gifts and
special presence as
women...”

Using the image of the midwife,
[authors and] spiritual directors Mary
Ruth Broz and Barbara Flynn have
developed a series of reflections and
rituals that can be used by individuals or
groups of women coming together to
deepen their own spirituality and
uncover new life in age-old spiritual
truths.” (This book will be provided at

themselves in situations wheke

they are the honored midwives assisting or taking

part in bringing about a resulomen clegy
have unique gifts to midwife others in their
spiritual journey By doing so, they shape the
future that is as of yet undetermined and
unnamed.

The goal of this retreat is to open the eyes
and spirits of women clgy to their unique gifts
and special presence as women that especially
enable them to midwife each othtreir families,
the people of their congregations and all those

the retreat.)

Siverling is currently the pastor of Grand Meadow
Lutheran Church in Grand Meadpiinn. and a certified
Spiritual Director She received her Masters of Divinity
degree from Luther Seminary in. £aul, Minn. and her
spiritual direction training and certification from the
Christos Center in Lino Lakes, MinAnn has experience
in providing individual and group spiritual direction and
has oganized and led numerous spiritual retreats.

Look for the flyer and registration information on
this retreat on pagellor go to

www.semnsynod.grevents/additional.html

Get synod news in your e-mail inbox!

Anyone can sign up to get free synod news weekly on e-mail! Go tasemnsynod.grand enter your e-mail
address in the box on the right side of the scréen.can also contact Katie Livingood at the synditefat
livingood@semnsynod.gr 507-280-9457, or 800-426-6376 in Minnesota to get added to théoliste-mail will never

be shared or distributed in any way
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Ministry Profile: Lutheran  Global Warming

Association of Christian Solutions Event
Educators (LAC E) Cv!?lugllc forum with polar explorer
One of the aganizations that is part of the ! eger
Southeastern Minnesota Synod is the sysiatiapter of On Nov 4 from 1:00 p.m. -
LutheranAssociation of Christian Educators (LACE). 3:00 p.m. at First Lutheran
Members of LACE are people - professionals and  chyrch Albert Lea, Minn.,
volunteers - who are dedicated to Christian Education for |  theran Coalition for Public
all ages. o Policy in Minnesota (LCPPM)
LACE is an oganization of members who support will present a forum to discuss
and inspire each other through: the current environmental

o . ~situation and global warming)’
* providing resources and educational opportunities effects on the polar regions.

* facilitating communications Will Steger Minnesotas own eyewitness to global
« offering venues for idea sharing and support warming, known for his polar expeditions, will speak
* nurturing spiritual growth about his vivid, firsthand account of thdeets of global

_ warming on the polar regions. Fresh Eyes J. Drake
LACE was formed through grassrootéoefs in the Hamilton will describe déctive global warming

ELCA by people who saw the need for an association of so|ytions for individuals, businesses, and governments.
Lutheran Christian educators. In 2000 formal discussions g4ith reflections will be déred by Bishop Harold

began to decide what this association might look like and ysgaard.

ELCA's Christian Education group, a planning team was jnformation on global warming solutions will beferfed
formed in October 200 his team worked diligently to after the main program.

form an oganization for all This program is free and open to the public. Sponsors
Christian Educators in the include thewill Steger Foundation, Fresh Eggr

ELCA. While LACE is Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in Minnesota, and
separately incorporated as a the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA.

501(c)(3) non-profit For more information, contact Carin Skoog at Fresh
organization, the association Enegy, 651-726-7561, skoog@fresh-eggory. Find

works closely with ELCA location details at wwilcal.org or call 507-373-6424.
affiliates. The flyer is available online at wwieppm.og.

The Southeastern Minnesota Synod chapter of LACE
meets most months at churches throughout the synod to
join for fellowship, a meal, and a education-related

program All are welcome to these meetings. . Getit Online

For more information on the synodical LACE * LCPPM - wwwicppm.og
chaptey contact Marcia Pedersen at +  Will Steger- www.willstegercom
mpedersen@oursaviorsaustiig.ar * Fresh Enayy - www.fresh-enegy.org

507-437-4516 or go to wweemnsynod.@fLACE.html.
For more information on what LACE is and to
become a membevisit www.ELCA.org/lace

Get it Online

e LACE - www.ELCA.og/lace
e Synodical chapter - wwsemnsynod.gfLACE.html
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Continued from page 5

e Development Services (id HungerAppeal -
fund-raising; hunger education, communication)

* Global Mission (international relief and
development; International Disaster Response)

e Church in Society (\wfld Hunger Program -
overall coordination; hunger education; ELCA
Domestic Disaster Response)

* ELCA Foundation (fund-raising through major
and planned gifts)

Responding to disasters

In addition to the ongoing work of fighting chronic
hunger and povertyart of theNorld Hunger (and
Disaster)Appeal's function is to raise funds for the
ELCA's Disaster Response prograrhese specially
designated dérings and donations, separate frérarld
Hunger funds, enable the ELGA respond to both
domestic and international disastéfee ELCAresponds
to many major disasters each ydaoth natural and
human-caused.

This is just a brief overview of ELCWorld Hunger
Their website, listed belgvincludes many more
resources including ways to talk ab&ubrld Hunger in
your congregation and many personal stories of how
World Hunger has made a fdifence in the lives of
people around the world@here is also information on
their website on how to give, so visit now to find out
how to get your congregation involved in fulfilling the
goal set by the voting members of the 2007 Synod
Assembly

Information in this aticle reprinted fom
wwwelca.og/hunger/whatwedo

Get it Online

« ELCAWorld Hunger - wwELCA.org/hunger

* The 2007 Southeastern Minnesota SyAsdembly
Resolution'A River of Giving’'to theWorld Hunger
Appeal - wwwsemnsynod.gyevents/assembly/2007/
resolutions/2007-04.html

The Risk of Money in
Church

It is certainly not the first time that | have read these
words.They were most recently hand lettered on an
article sent to me. But | have also heard these words
spoken in persorYou have too. It goes something like
this, “if you continue in this direction, why should we
continue to support the church with our weekly
offerings?”

To view such a statement in the most negative sense,
one sees it as a threat, “If you diodd what | want you
to do, | will stop giving."Viewing such a statement in a
more objective sense, it becomes more of a logical
consequence, “If you dando what | believe is right, |
will find a place for my dErings that is closer to what |
believe.” But either waythe message is that money is
being used as the leverage point. How do we get
someones attention? In our culture, seemingly even in
our churches, it revolves around the pocketbook. If you
want to make it hurt, you do it with money

Interesting, | have never heard someone in the church
say “if you don't do what | want you to do, | will stop
praying for you.” | wonder why we never hear that?
Perhaps it is because it ismuch of a threatVhat is the
big deal if someone quits praying for us? But if they
withhold moneynow they have our attention.

But does money establish a community of faith?

How much time is spent at church council meetings
focusing on money? How much ministry is derailed
because of a concern for moné¥gt how many of you

have been members of congregations that have struggled
and sufered just because a ¢gr gift of money was
received?Tell our partners ifanzania and in Colombia
that if only they had more moneyey could be a more
vibrant church.

So, in this time of year when the focus is often on
stewardship of moneyere is the bishop warning against
a focus on moneeven in the churches, friends in
Christ, money does mattdBut we are nothing without
prayer andVord and Sacrament and communitiiat is
what we cannot do without.

Shalom

Harold Usgaard
Bishop
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Hunger Issues the Focus  Practice Grows Faith
at Syn()d ASSemny Greetings!

This past summer | got a lesson iy
fertilizing. | have flowers on my stoop
Last summer | bought biggenore

We in the synod dite and the Hungéefask Force ;xpensive glantj, ﬁnd ! didﬁert!’iﬁ?'
are excited about the focus on Hunger for our 2008 y summers end they were nicis
SynodAssembly nexpril 18 & 19. summer | bought smallecheaper plant

We will have David Beckman, the president of Bread and fertilized once a week for six weel__
for theWorld, as our keynote speakBrr(Ead for the with Miracle Gro WOW! By summe's  Shirley Gangsiad

e . Synod Vice President
World is one of the §|nd these glantﬁ WefreI pl’0|lf:§: in tr:jeflr ot
, ! ooms and in their foliag&Vhat a diference fertilizer
world’s lagest “We...are excited ?

By Larry lverson
Synod Minister

N can make!
organizations
degdicated o building about the focus on The same is true for our faittNe can “fertilize” our
the political will to end Hunger for our 2008 faith by prayerby reading scripture, by worship. If we

do one or two of these, we will notice nice results, but if
we want to put a “WOW?” in our faith life, we really need
to do all threeWe seem to do the best and feel most
d comfortable with worship. Lots of faithful Christians |
know still seem slightly uncomfortable with prayer—
especially praying in a group. It like any other habit we
have—the more we do it, the easier it becomes.

And then theres that matter of reading scripture.
Would it be easier to pick up the Bible if it were entitled
“Miracle Gro” because that is what it is and does? If
reading the Bible still seems fidult for you, go to the
religion section of your local book store and look at
different versions. Choose a familiar passage like Psalm

hunger David has Synod Assembly...”
been an outstanding
leader in advocating to
end poverty and hunger in the world, and we are thrille
that he will be with us.

Bishop Peter Rogness, Bishop of théP&ul Synod,
will also be with us to discuss thef@t at ending
poverty in MinnesotaThe Southeastern Minnesota
Synod has signed on to support and advocate for this
important and significant work that can bring an end to
poverty in Minnesota with all of ourfefts and support.

In addition to David Beckman and Bishop Rogness,
we will have a number of workshops to learn how we
can work together to end hunger in Minnesota and 23 or John 14 and “
beyond in the world. compare how the texts “If we wa_nt to put_ a

As part of this focus for 2008, we passed a resolution '€€! t0 you.There are ‘WOW’ in our faith
at last yeas synod assembly - ‘River of Giving'to the Versions that will feel life, we really need
World HungerAppeal to grow our congregational giving and read like a best- to do all three.”
to World Hunger by $1.00 per baptized member in 2007 seller (b_e(?ause, Of. '
and an additional $1.00 in 2008 which would lift this ~ COUrSe, it is!); you just

synods giving to the Hungekppeal to over $500,000 by need to _find the one that fits_ for you—and it may not be
the end of 2008. the version you got for confirmation.

Given normal growing conditions, most plants will
survive with no fertilizer and no human attention, but
when plants get fertilizer delivered with loving attention
to their needs, they flourish mightilfhe same is true of
our faith. Given little attention, it will survive, but if we
want it to flourish, then we need to “fertilize” with

So please pray for an end to hunger in our state and
in the world as we prepare to come together to hear how
we work efectively to bring this about.

In Christ’s love,

I—arry lverson worship, prayerand théNord—not necessarily in that
order!And then at the end of the growing season, we will
Get it Online have much to be thankful for!

e MinnesotaWithout Poverty -
www.mnwithoutpovertyorg

e Bread for theNorld - www.bread.og S h | rley

Blessings in Christ,
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Call Update Upcoming Events
Self Study: Nov. 2-4, 2007 (Fri.-Sun.)Called to Create:A

Albert Lea, Central Freeborn — solo
+ Albert Lea, First — associate
e Austin, Grace — solo (Bob Iverson, interim)
e Cannon Falls, First English — associate
e Cannon Falls, tAnsgar — associate
e Canton, Henrytown — % solo
« Dennison, DennisonAhg — ¥z solo (@rje Hausken,
interim)
e Glenville, First — solo (Gail Klavettemterim)
« Hayfield, Trinity — solo (Bob Kleinke, interim)
e Kenyon, Gol — part-time, solo (Dan Dimick, interim)
* Myrtle/Glenville, Bethlehem/Deer Credlalley —
solo
+ Northfield, 8. Peter — associate
e Sageant, Evanger — solo
e &t Charles, Faith — solo (David Beckstrom, interim)
«  Waterville, 8. Pauls German Lake — part-time solo
* Whalen, First of Highland/Whalen — solo

Interviewing:

e Mabel, Mabel First — solo (Curtis Fox, interim)

* RochesterBethel — associate (Lissa Kahl, ¥z interim)

« Waseca, 6§ John — associate

* Webster Solor — solo, part-time (Dean Larson,
interim)

e Zumbrota, Lands — solo (Luther Peterson, interim)

Ready to Extend Call:
Cannon Fallswangen Prairie — 1/2 time solo

e Oakland, Oakland/Moscow — solo (Peter Sali,
interim)

*  Wells, Good Shepherd — shared ministry pastor

Call Accepted:
e Jason Bryan-\&gner Luther SeminaryPeople of
Hope, Rochesteassociate, 10/1/07

Ordination:
e Jason Bryan-\&gner Luther Seminary graduate to
People of Hope, Rochestaissociate, 9/30/07

Lutheran Festival of Writing
Luther College, Decorah, IA
http://programming.lutheedu/lutheranwriters/

Nov. 4, 2007 (Sun.)First Lutheran Chur ch Sound
System Dedication Concdr- A Celtic Prayer
First Lutheran ChurctAlbert Lea, MN
(507) 373-6424, firstdice @flcal.og, or
www.semnsynod.grevents/concerts.html

Nov. 4-6, 2007 (Sun.Jes):Fall Theological
Conference
Radisson Hotel, La Crossé/l
www.semnsynod.grevents/additional.html

Nov. 10-12, 2007 (Sat.-Mon.jConsidering Your Call"
Conference on Ministry
Wartbug Theological SeminanDubuque, IA
www.wartbugseminaryedu/template_Futuré®lents.
asp?id=256

For more information about these or other events, visit
wwwsemnsynod.grand go to any of the “Eventdinks.

Share Your News

Do you have something to share? Congregations can
submit the following for publication on the synod
website:

» Events- anything happening that you'd like to
invite others to attend

 Job openings- any non-pastoral position can be
posted free of chge

» News- share information about exciting things
that have happened or will be happening in your
congregation.

Send information to Katie Livingood at
livingood@semnsynod.gror call her at the synod
office at 507-280-9457 or 800-426-6376 (MN only).



River Crossings

Retreat for Women Clergy anoe 087

Retreat for Women Clergy

December 2-4, 2007
5:00 p.m Sunday - 1:00 p.m. Tiesday

Good Earth \lage
25303 Old Town Drive
Spring \alley, MN
www.GoodEarth\Mllage.org

Cost: $180 (includes lodging, shacks, beverages, meals from dinner on Sunday through lunch ©
Tuesdaythe book being used for the retreat, and all retreat materials)

To Register:
1. Call Ann at 507-754-5203 to reserve your spABAP. The retreat size is limited, and spots
will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.
2. Mail $80 nonrefundable deposit to guarantee your space.
(Checks payable to Re&nn Siverling — address below
3. The $100 balance is due by November 18.
(If special payment arrangements are needed, pleaseridinow)

Bring: Notebook/journal, Bible, writing utensils, comfortable clothing/slippers, outdoor clothing

Lodging: Lodging is provided (included in the registration fee) in the Log Lodge of Good
EarthVillage. Private or double room%owels, sheets, blankets and pillows are provided.

Meals: All meals (from Sunday evening meal througiesday noon meal) will be provided by
Good Earthvillage. Please indicate with your registration if you have any special dietary
needs.

Cancellations: If the retreat needs to be canceled for any reason, all payments will be returned.
you cancel your registration before the retreat begins and the space can be filled, then all
payments will be returned minus the nonrefundable deposit of $80.

Rev Ann Siverling
Grand Meadow Lutheran Church,®. Box 1021, Grand MeadoWN 55936
507-754-5203
anabell214@yahoo.com

See wwwsemnsynod.gyevents/additional.html for more information.
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