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Health Concerns
• Rev. Glennys Knutson
• Cathy Rehfeldt, wife of Rev. Richard Rehfeldt
• Shannon Reuss, wife of Rev. Peter Reuss
• Rev. Don Roberts

Sympathies
• Rev. Barb Kopperud, whose father-in-law died Oct. 6

Remember in Prayer

Watch for the 2007
Ministry Report

Last year Bishop Harold Usgaard prepared a ministry
report on what the synod had done in the previous year.
The same type of report will be issued again this year and
congregations are asked to save a page in their annual
report for this important report. This report will be one
page in length and will come in hard copy and be
available online in PDF, TIFF, JPEG, and Word formats. 

Congregations are also encouraged to share the report
in any other additional ways they can. Let us celebrate
what we can do together as a synod!

The staff of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod wish
everyone a blessed and joyous Advent and Christmas
season filled with the reminder of Jesus Christ in our
world.

Christmas Wishes

This year’s Southeastern Minnesota Synod Fall
Theological Conference once again kicked off with an
opening message from Bishop Usgaard. This year’s
message included messages of thanks, notice of new
opportunities for ministry and study, and some other
useful resources. 

Thanks were expressed for prayers during the
bishop’s medical struggles, for the over $100,000 given
to the Southeastern Minnesota Flood Relief Fund, and
personal thanks from Rev. Roger Michaelson on behalf of
Rushford Lutheran Church, Rushford, Minn. 

Participants covered by ELCABoard of Pensions
medical insurance were reminded to take the Health Risk
Assessment to earn credit for their personal wellness
account and save congregations in Southeastern
Minnesota Synod 2% on their insurance costs.

People were encouraged to look at information about
the Book of Faith project to get people more comfortable
talking about scripture. Information is available at
www.ELCA.org/BookOfFaith/

Handouts were distributed sharing ideas for
congregations to use to promote the 2008 emphasis on
hunger. These tips are available at www.semnsynod.org. 

Another handout resulting from the 2007 Councils as
Leaders of the Church event shared a list of things
council presidents appreciate about their pastors. The
most common theme was pastors who were available and
present in all situations. These are available at
www.semnsynod.org.

BishopUsgaard also reminded the group of the
importance of financially supporting seminary education,
gave thanks for the growth to the synod endowment fund,
and gave Rev. Lester Horntvedt a few minutes to share
on his work with endowment thanks to a Thrivent grant.

An update on the ELCAsexuality study was given,
including a reminder that the first draft of the social
statement on sexuality would be available in March 2008.
People were reminded that much can change after the
first draft and that current study materials can foster
discussion on the topic, especially as much of the focus
has been on the homosexuality part while much of the
content is on a wide variety of issues.’

A new task force in the synod has been meeting to
discuss the future of children, youth, and family ministry
in the synod. More will be said at the 2008 Synod
Assembly. 

Bishop’s Report at
Theological Conference

Bishop Mark Hanson to
Speak at Council Event

The 2008 Councils as Leaders in the Church event
will feature Rev. Mark Hanson, presiding bishop of the
ELCA, as the speaker for the event. The event will take
place February 24, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Zumbro
Lutheran Church in Rochester, Minn. Watch the January
issue for further details and registration. 
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ELCA News in Brief
Get the full stories at www.ELCA.org/news/

ELCA Joins Other Faith Groups
Supporting Senate Farm Bill
Amendments 

WASHINGTON (ELCA) -- As debate began Nov. 6
on the 2007 U.S. Farm Bill in the U.S. Senate, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) joined
several U.S. faith groups and faith leaders from Burkina
Faso, Senegal and Mali in a Nov. 6 news conference,
urging the Senate to make specific reforms to the bill.

The U.S. Farm Bill, scheduled to be reauthorized in
2007, determines agriculture, nutrition and farm
conservation policies. News conference participants
endorsed amendments that would establish payment
limits for wealthy farmers while maintaining supports to
farmers in need, eliminate subsidies that keep global
market prices low, and direct savings from those changes
into nutrition and conservation programs.

"By making the Farm Bill better for America, the
Farm Bill also would open up opportunities for farmers
in Africa and other poor parts of the world. It's a huge
opportunity," said the Rev. David Beckmann, ELCA
pastor and president, Bread for the World.

The Rev. Thomas Kaboré, Catholic bishop of Kaya,
Burkina Faso, met with senators about the Farm Bill and
participated in the news conference. "My own country of
Burkina Faso loses more money in export revenue for
cotton because of U.S. subsidies than it receives in U.S.,
and even international, foreign aid," he said. "If our
African farmers didn't have to compete with heavily
subsidized crops from the U.S., we would be able to send
more of our children to school. We could provide better
diets for our families, and we could invest in our farming
system."

: Get it Online
• Audio of comments by the Rev. David Beckmann and

the Rev. Thomas Kaboré are available with the news
release at www.ELCA.org/news

• More about ELCAinvolvement in the Farm Bill is at
www.ELCA.org/advocacy/issues/farmbill/

ELCA Presiding Bishop Responds to
Letter from Muslim Leaders

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Rev. Mark S. Hanson,
presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and president of the Lutheran World Federation,
Geneva, responded today to an Oct. 11 letter sent to him

and several global Christian leaders by 138 Muslim
leaders from throughout the world.

The 29-page open letter, "A Common Word Between
You and Us," calls for Muslims and Christians to work
more closely together for peace.  

"Muslims and Christians together make up well over
half of the world's population," the Muslim leaders wrote.
"Without peace and justice between these two religious
communities there can be no meaningful peace in the
world. The future of the world depends on peace between
Muslims and Christians. The basis for this peace and
understanding already exists."

: Get it Online
• Find the full text of the Bishop Hanson’s letter in the

news release at www.ELCA.org/news
• The text of the Muslim leaders' open letter is

available at www.acommonword.com

ELCA Bishops Hear Presiding Bishop's
Concerns about Ecumenism

CHICAGO (ELCA) - In remarks to the Conference
of Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA
presiding bishop, said he is "most concerned" about the
church's strategic direction to build global, ecumenical
and interfaith relationships because of what he termed the
"unsettled, changing landscape globally and nationally."

The ELCAConference of Bishops is an advisory
body of the church that includes the ELCA's 65 synod
bishops, presiding bishop and secretary. It met [in
Chicago] Oct. 4-9.

Without "grassroots ecumenism," in which people of
all faiths study God's Word and work together for the
common good, Hanson said it will be difficult to
maintain ecumenical momentum. He called on the ELCA
synod bishops to be "imaginative, chief ecumenical
officers" in their synods.

The ELCAhas full communion relationships with the
Episcopal Church, Moravian Church in North America,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Reformed Church in
America and the United Church of Christ. In 2008 the
United Methodist Church is expected to vote on a
proposal for full communion with the ELCA, and in 2009
the ELCAwill consider the proposal, Hanson said.

: Get it Online
• More about the Conference of Bishops is available in

the news release at www.ELCA.org/news
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By Rev. Jack and Virginia Miller. 

Welcomed we were, as the eight members of the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod group that toured
churches and projects of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Colombia (IELCO).

The welcome was often overwhelming. In the central
Colombian city of Tunja, a little chapel was packed with
about a hundred people, and a wonderful program with
prayer, music, theater, and gifts began – of course – with
food. They brought the food to us – a big bowl of thick
chicken stew (think Minnesota hotdish) – and as we
started warily to eat, we wondered: “Are we going to be
the only ones served?”

Not a chance. More bowls came, first for the adults,
then for the dozens of children, right down to the last
little boy who, even with help, spilled about half of his
on the floor (No problem. A couple of smiling moms
came and cleaned it up and an older girl helped him
continue eating.) When Christians gather for a meal, here
or in Colombia, everyoneeats.

Such hospitality was the norm throughout our ten-
day stay (Oct. 11-21) in this conflicted but beautiful
country. Coordinated by the staff of IELCO, our main
activity was to visit a few of the small but amazingly
active local congregations.

One of our first impressions was of size – the great
size of Bogotá, estimated at six to eight million people,
and the small size and large impact of the congregations
we visited. One impoverished neighborhood in Bogotá
has an estimated one and a half million people! This
neighborhood has been the dumping ground for displaced
people during the approximately 50 years of civil war,
still a reality in Colombia.

Poverty is pervasive in Colombia. We were told that
two thirds of the 40 million people live in poverty. This
in a country with superb natural resources of land,
forests, water and minerals. No one should be poor. But it
is precisely the fighting over these resources that has

Welcome to Colombia! 
helped to impoverish the masses. 

Violent fighting between the military, the guerrillas
and the paramilitaries, though lessening, is still a part of
life in Colombia. Many places in the country still are not
safe, but security has increased in much of the country,
thanks to the presence of soldiers and federal police. We
felt completely safe, both in Bogotá and in the outlying
cities we visited.

Last year was the first such visit from our synod to
Colombia following ten years of conditions too unsafe to
visit. Now the Lutherans there are urging us to come and
to strengthen the ties we have as sisters and brothers in
Christ.

As a body, IELCO has undertaken an amazing array
of projects for the benefit not only of their members but
of all Colombia. For example, they are involved in:

• Helping children and young people attend school
(some through graduate level)

• Feeding and teaching children and families in off-
school hours (sports, music, computers and
marketable skills such as handcrafts)

• Supporting private Lutheran schools
• Advocating for human rights, including programs

to combat HIVand AIDS and to get rid of land
mines (Colombia is the country with the most land
mines in the world)

We were especially impressed with what is being
done by Only by Faith, the little Lutheran congregation
in Bogotá with which our congregation, St. Matthew
Lutheran Church, Granger, Minn., has recently become a
partner. They run a school and community center called
The True Vine, that was filled with children on Saturday
morning when we visited.

Some of these beautiful children don’t go to school,
lacking even the family motivation or the little money it
takes to buy supplies for public school. But what a great
time they were having! And when it came time for lunch,
they ate the big meal with gusto, and we saw very little
left.

How can a little congregation like Only by Faith run
a program like this? They’re small, with approximately
fifty people in worship on the Sunday we visited. The
secret is that they get help from the scholarship and
social project fund Leadership and Development
LIZWAN, coordinated  in the United States by Pastor
Natanael Lizarazo of First Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls,
SD.

Continued on page 7

During the group’s visit to
Príncipe de Paz (Prince of
Peace) Lutheran Church,
Tunja, Colombia.
Left to right. Mary Duvall,
Marilyn Bunge, Jorge
Ramírez, Kathy Bolin,
Francisco Ramírez, and the
grandfather of Jorge and
Francisco. 
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By Jodie Archer
Dean, Root River Conference

Webster’s definition of storm says: “Adisturbance in
the atmosphere attended by wind and usually by rain,
snow, hail, sleet or thunder and lightening.” Does this
five-letter word begin to describe the horrific and
devastating effects that occurred in southeastern
Minnesota in August of this year? I want you to see with
your heart the people who survived this fateful day, not
the flood, not the damage. I would like you to know of
the outpouring of support to those most affected by this
sad, sad night. I have heard that southeastern Minnesota
can be called the Katrina of Minnesota. Doesn’t that say
something? 

At our September meeting for the conference deans
in the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, Bishop Harold

Usgaard expressed
his concern for those
pastors who were
directly hit by the
flooding. He wanted
to offer them a
respite and pulpit
supply. The synod

has an emergency fund that he would tap into to allow
those pastors time away. He asked for a volunteer to
coordinate this and my hand went up. It made sense as
this was my conference and I knew the pastors. Besides,
how do you say no to the man?

We decided that I would connect a pastor with a
conference and the dean of each conference would then
find a volunteer to cover that pastor. Our goal was to
have the pastors choose two dates in October and
November and we would cover one of them. I contacted
each pastor and asked them to look at their calendars and
find two weekends that they could be away. Two of them
had already scheduled a week off and they felt that this
would be their “time” and wouldn’t need additional time

off. That left us with four pastors needing coverage. I
emailed the other four deans to find coverage. My plan
was to use my own conference as a back-up as several
pastors in the Root River Conference had already
volunteered their services not only for pulpit supply but
with the actual clean-up of the communities. The
reasoning for this “back-up” was that I thought it would
be a wonderful opportunity for one to see and to hear
and take this back to their faith community. I have had
several people from outside the “congregational pastor”
realm e-mail me with their request to help where they
could and I am overwhelmed with the outpouring of
concern. I am pleased to say that we have coverage for
each of the pastors. We are praying that their time away
allows each of them to fill their bucket and time to think
about themselves or perhaps not to think at all.  

Through this journey, I have heard the same
comments from each of them. It was always about
others and not about themselves. Is it easier to talk of
others than of yourself? Thousands have come to these
communities and have helped in any way that they
could. Each pastor has expressed extreme gratitude for
these efforts and yet a sense of guilt is felt. They said
how easy it was to talk about the
devastation but choked up when talking
about the outpouring of love and
assistance.

Only God can take a horrible
and devastating event and make a
flower of hope grow from it. May we
each take the time to see that flower.

Synod Pastors Provide Rest for Pastors
Recovering from August Flooding

Thank You for Your Support!
As of the beginning of November the synod has received over $101,000 for the Southeastern Minnesota Synod 
Flood Relief Fund. This will go towards assisting congregations that sustained damage in the August flooding, 
especially Rushford Lutheran Church, Rushford, Minn. Thank you to all congregations and individuals who 
contributed to this fund!

“I want you to see
with your heart the

people who survived
this fateful day...”

“Only God can take a
horrible and

devastating event and
make a flower of hope

grow from it.”
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As Christians we talk a lot about our “callings” –
where God wants us to be and what God wants us to be
doing. This year’s Southeastern Minnesota Synod Fall
Theological Conference – an annual continuing education
event for rostered leaders, lay staff, spouses, and anyone
else interested in worship, fellowship, and learning – was
all about where we are and what we should be doing. 

Times of Transition
Part of the calling to ministry includes dealing with

change and transition. This year’s speaker, Dr.
Craig Satterlee, associate professor at the
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago,
spoke on this part of the calling. Specifically,
he spoke on understanding change and
transition, preparing sermons in times of
congregational transition, and how we listen in
times of congregational transition. Based on
the assertion that all change is neutral and that
how we respond to it determines whether it is
good or bad, he spoke on the difficult task of
accompanying a congregation through a
transition in a way that manifests God’s
unconditional love and justice for all. The
pastor or other leader starts by trying to
understand the many layers of the transition,
including any possible underlying transitions
in addition to the obvious one and expectations of how to
deal with the transition based on how transitions were
handled in the past. Through understanding, pastors can
move forward boldly into preaching effectively during
the time of transition. He emphasized the importance of
careful sermon preparation, but also being flexible and
aware in order to change based on the rapidly changing
details of the situation. Satterlee wrapped up his time at
the Theological Conference with a session on listening,
which is important throughout the process of transition,
giving special attention to all the many layers and details
to be aware of and that everyone needs to be listened to,
not just the loudest or the one saying the best things. 

Those who were not able to attend this year’s
Theological conference can read more from Satterlee on
times of congregational change in his book When God
Speaks Through Change: Preaching in Times of
Congregational Transition.

Rostered Leaders and Lay Staff Learn
and Worship about Transition, Callings

Worship
A central part of every Theological Conference is the

worship. Especially for pastors and other worship leaders,
worship at Theological Conference is a time for them to
simply worship without having to plan, prepare, or lead. 

Rev. Linda Gunderson was initiated into her new role
as synod minister by preaching at worship on Sunday
evening and through her installation Tuesday morning. In
her sermon, she spoke of the moments in life and in
ministry when God steps in, the moments we get stuck in

and can’t get out on our own. 
Dr. Craig Satterlee complimented his

presentations with his sermon on Monday
morning, preaching on our inheritance in
Christ. This inheritance, he preached, includes
the ones who came before us in “the ways God
speaks and acts and works through them” as
well as the ones who come after us, “the ones
who hear about the word from us.” With us
always “at the crossroads…thanking God for
ones who have gone before and asking
blessing for those who come after,” the present
is always inherently a transition and we are
always in the midst of it. 

Worship concluded the conference on
Tuesday as synod staff and conference deans
assisted with the service. The service began

with Rev. Linda Gunderson’s installation and the
celebration of renewing of ordination and commissioning
vows. In Bishop Harold Usgaard’s sermon, he clarified
what exactly it meant to be called as a leader in the
church. Those calls are about, “Responsibility,
commitment, caring for those in one’s charge.” Despite
many challenges in trying to live out that call, hope
comes in the Old Testament reading, “I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep…says the Lord God. (Ezekiel
34:15). We are “partners in ministry” and have the
promise that, just as leaders are called to “Responsibility,
commitment, caring for those in one’s charge,” so has
God promised to do the same for us. 

Mark Your Calendar
Next year’s Theological Conference will be

November 2-4. The speaker will be Rev. Susan Briehl,
Affiliative Distinguished Professor for the Art of Ministry
at Wartburg Seminary. Location is yet to be announced. 

g and enter your e-mail

our e-mail will never

Bishop April Larson, 
La Crosse Area Synod,
welcomed the
participants to La Crosse.
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Pastor Natanael, whose presence
with us on most of the trip was a great
help and a delight, showed and told us
about many of the LIZWAN projects,
including help for some people to buy
homes.

And yet, the Lutherans we
encountered are not one-sided social
activists. Their spirituality shines with
the love of Jesus, in their singing and
praying and overflowing love for one
another, a love they poured out on us.
And if anyone exemplified this love in
the Lord, it was their bishop, Rev.
Sigifredo Buitrago, who welcomed us,
hugged us¸ accompanied us, and drove
the last of us to the airport for the flight
home, waiting for an hour till we passed
security!

We had the benefit of a talented and
Colombia-connected group from
Minnesota, several of whom spoke
excellent Spanish. Our companions were
Kathy Bolin and Katie Livingood from
the synod; Marilyn Bunge, member at
Christ Lutheran, Preston, Minn.; Pastor
Norman (ret.) and Anita Omodt of
Chatfield, returning to Colombia for
only the second time since ending their
time as missionaries there 37 years ago
and serving as a wonderful resource of
previous knowledge of the country and
the language for the group; and Mary
Duvall, Midwest Grassroots Advocacy
Organizer, Lutheran World Relief,
Minneapolis, Minn., also a great assest
with her Spanish-speaking ability.

Next year a similar trip is planned,
and we hope that others from the synod
will have the opportunity to go.We
recommend that they be sure to bring an
open heart and a good appetite. They
will be filled. 

Continued from page 4

Sal y Luz 
The Sal y Luz project of

Lutheran World Relief partners
communities of faith in the
United States with Colombia 's
courageous Peace Sanctuary
Churches.

"Sal y Luz" means "salt
and light." This is what the
Peace Sanctuary Churches
aspire to be: places of refuge
and hope in a country ravaged
by five decades of violence.
Thousands of individuals have
been killed and millions have
been displaced from their
homes in Colombia 's civil war.
More than 40 Protestant pastors
were murdered in 2003 alone.
In the midst of this violence,
many congregations have
declared themselves Peace
Sanctuary Churches. These
congregations boldly pursue
peace, feed the hungry, shelter
the displaced, establish new
economies, and open dialogues
to reconcile relationships.

The Southeastern
Minnesota Synod Women of
the ELCAhave been a Sal y
Luz partner community for the
last several years. The synod
Global Mission/Companion
Synod Committee is currently
evaluating the future of a Sal y
Luz community in the synod. 

: Get it Online
This and more information
about Sal y Luz and Lutheran
World Relief’s work in
Colombia at
www.lwr.org/colombia/salyluz

By Mary Finseth
Root Prairie Lutheran Church

“Bless this
house, O Lord
we pray, make
it safe by night
and day", the
first line of a
famous 1927
hymn, was also
the theme of
the rededication
service held at
Root Prairie
Lutheran
Church, in rural
Fountain on
Sunday, November 11. 

After vandals struck almost six
months ago, the church is now getting
back to normal. Attendees of the service
witnessed many changes within the
church. The 109-year-old altar painting
that had been sent away for restoration
from the vandals’damage was put back
in place. In addition, many of the
stained glass windows in the sanctuary
had been restored, new chairs replaced
broken pews, and fresh sheetrock and
paint converted the damaged basement
into a new fellowship hall. 

Bishop Harold Usgaard and Pastor
Paul Forde led the service that was full
of joyous thanksgiving and blessing for
all that has been accomplished.

As 2007 comes to a close, the
congregation of Root Prairie would like
to express their heartfelt gratitude to all
of the congregations, individuals and
businesses of Southeastern Minnesota
for the outpouring of support. The whole
experience of the last six months has
been one of growth and blessing for the
congregation.

Root Prairie
Lutheran
Rededicated

Sue Mueller-Story,
Mankato, standing in
front of the alter
painting she restored. 
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“But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2) 

Take time to “ponder” in these days to come. Take
time to reflect, and meditate, and wonder concerning
what God is doing. Is there any greater miracle than God
becoming human, entering into our world, into our very
lives? Mary treasured these word of the shepherds. They
affirmed the words given her by Gabriel months before
and now experienced in her own being, but she still
“pondered” them. How can we comprehend, if ever, the
workings of this God?

Take time to “ponder” in these days to come,
especially because these days themselves will demand
just the opposite. In our culture, these are frantic days. In
the coming weeks, we will hurry to prepare for a host of
activities. Our communities, our homes, even our
churches will move from one festive event to another.
These are wonderful opportunities of community
building and celebration, filled with meaningful
traditions. Enjoy them, but at the same time, especially as
teachers of the faith, remember and remind others the
depth of what is taking place.

Take time to “ponder” in these days to come.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes: “As Mary ‘pondered in her
heart’the things that were told by the shepherds, as what
we have casually overheard follows us for a long time,
sticks in our mind, occupies, disturbs, or delights us,
without our ability to do anything about it, so in
meditation God’s Word seeks to enter in and remain with
us.” (Life Together)

Take time to “ponder” in these days to come. What
are the greatest gifts we can offer? How will our
activities in the days ahead “magnify the Lord”? How do
we, in our words and deeds, echo the song of the angels,
“peace, good will among people?” What does it mean for
us that “God has filled the hungry with good things”?
How do we live, and how do we preach the words, “do
not be afraid”?

Take time to “ponder” in these days to come, of the
one who is “good news and great joy for all the people.”

Shalom

Harold Usgaard
Bishop

‘Ponder’ During Advent

Two members from Southeastern Minnesota
congregations are serving as new ELCAmissionaries in
Japan and Norway. Both of these missionaries are still in
need of sponsorship. Kristin Engstrom, from Mankato,
Minnesota, is currently serving a one year term as a
pastoral intern at the American Lutheran Church in Oslo,
Norway. Kristin is a student at Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago. Charity Hall is currently serving as
an English teacher at a Lutheran School and assisting at a
Lutheran Church of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Japan. Charity is from Waseca, Minnesota and
graduated from St. Olaf College in 2007.  

In addition to the two new missionaries, long term
missionaries Marvin Kananen and Jean Wahlstrom,
ELCA Global Mission teachers at the Monduli Girls
Lutheran Secondary School in Tanzania, are in need of
additional sponsorship. They recently sent this greeting to
St. John's Northfield, one of their congregational
sponsors:

We pray your faith journeys are continuing in
grace and love. If, during this coming ‘Advent
unto Christmas season’your church raises extra
money and seeks a project, we would
recommend giving to the Global Missions of the
ELCA. There is a short fall there. No field
positions will be cut but what happens is some
positions may not be replaced. This is a loss. The
missionaries and the volunteers are often the
faces that the Third World puts on their image of
Americans, and that image is far different from
what they gather from movies or the news.
Global Missions sort of represents an open
handshake with the rest of the world. In that, if
possible, it would be a nice Christmas offering if
we could reach out together with that open hand,
offering friendship and a shared life together.

For our part, we offer you our thanks, an
open hand of gratitude, and the blessings of a
shared journey you make with these two old
missionaries. It is in the light of Jesus we live,
and that is sufficient to light our ways.

Of the 184 churches in the Southeastern Minnesota
Synod, 54 currently sponsor ELCAGlobal Missionaries.
If your congregation would like to begin a sponsorship,
contact Rev. Twila Shock, Director for Global Mission
Support, at 800-638-3522, ext. 2641, or
Twila.Shock@elca.org

Missionary Sponsorships
Needed 
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Greetings!

Much of my favorite music comes
from Handel’s Messiah. It seems that
each year I find the music more
exciting, inspiring and exalting. I often
wonder what emotions Handel must
have experienced as he was on fire
with the Spirit and having words and
music flowing from his pen at such a
prodigious rate that he composed the
entire oratorio in just twelve days. 

When Handel rehearsed the music for the first time
and actually heard his creation come to life in all its vigor
and majesty, he must have been humbled and amazed that
this wondrous creation had come through him. At that
first performance when the emotional response of the
audience filled the hall and further energized the
musicians, what an electrifying experience! And when
the King of England was so moved by the “Hallelujah
Chorus” that he unconsciously rose to his feet and
brought all of the audience with him—I truly can’t
imagine those emotions.

What I know is that the music stirs me beyond
having words to describe my feelings, and I know that
this glorious music pales
when I consider the
“feast to come.”

In our Eucharistic
offering hymn we ask
that the hopes and
dreams and prayers of all
be gathered before God.
That too is beyond comprehension. Everyone’s hopes,
everyone’s dreams, everyone’s prayers—how magnificent
is that! And as magnificent as that is, it is but “a foretaste
of the feast to come”! Can we contain ourselves? Can we
control our joyful anticipation? Praise God for the gift of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who makes this possible
for us!

Blessings in Christ,

Shirley

Anticipation for What’s
to Come

Shirley Gangstad
Synod Vice President

“This glorious music
pales when I

consider the ‘feast
to come.’” 

By Rev. Linda Gunderson
Synod Minister

Recently I had the opportunity to participate in a
workshop led by Pastor David Daubert, Director for
Renewal of Congregations for the ELCA. At one point in
his presentation he asked the participants to break into
small groups, read a passage from the book of Acts and
write a letter from God
to the world using
fifteen words or less.
The letter was to begin
with the words, “Dear
world,” and end,
“Love, God.”  For
example, our group
was assigned Acts 11:19-26 and wrote, “Dear world, I
am on a mission to liberate the neighborhood – those
inside and outside my original family. Love, God.” We
might have been much more profound had we been
allowed more than a few minutes. Then again, maybe
not!

The intention of the exercise was a reminder to keep
our feet planted with God in God’s world. As people of
God, as churches in our time, we are called to mission
now. We are called to be anchored in God’s grace in our
time and place. We are called to a confidence that God is
working through us as individuals and churches.

Part of my work as Synod Minister is to walk with
congregations as they discern what purpose God has
given for this time. I hope to have the privilege of
conversations about mission and what that looks like for
a congregation and its neighborhood and the larger
world. I hope we can read God’s word together, discern
where God is leading, and stand together in awe of God’s
grace present in people and congregations.  

Peace,

Pr. Linda

Called to Mission
Where We Are

“As people of God,
as churches in our

time, we are called
to mission now.”  
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Self Study:
• Albert Lea, Central Freeborn – solo (Dick Spande,

Interim)
• Albert Lea, First – associate
• Austin, Grace – solo (Bob Iverson, interim)
• Cannon Falls, First English – associate 
• Cannon Falls, St Ansgar – associate 
• Canton, Henrytown – ¾ solo 
• Dennison, Dennison/Vang – solo (Terje Hausken,

interim)
• Glenville, First – solo (Gail Klavetter, interim)
• Hayfield, Trinity – solo (Bob Kleinke, interim)
• Harmony, Greenfield –solo 
• Kenyon, Gol – part-time, solo (Dan Dimick, interim)
• Rochester, Hosanna-associate
• Sargeant, Evanger – solo
• St. Charles, Faith – solo (David Beckstrom, interim)
• Whalan, First of Highland/Whalan – solo

Interviewing:
• Mabel, Mabel First – solo (Curtis Fox, interim)
• Northfield, St. Peter – associate
• Rochester, Bethel – associate (Lissa Kahl, ½ interim)
• Waterville, St. Paul’s German Lake – part-time solo
• Zumbrota, Lands – solo (Luther Peterson, interim)

Ready to Extend Call:
• Cannon Falls, Wangen Prairie – 1/2 time solo 
• Webster, Solor – solo, part-time (Dean Larson,

interim)

Call Extended:
• Myrtle/Glenville, Bethlehem/Deer Creek Valley –

solo
• Oakland, Oakland/Moscow – solo (Peter Soli,

interim)
• Waseca, St. John – associate
• Wells, Good Shepherd – shared ministry pastor 

Correction:
• In the October issue Arthur Sharot was listed as

accepting a call to Urland, Cannon Falls as Associate.
The call is to Senior. 

Call Update Upcoming Events
Dec. 2-4, 2007 (Sun.-Tues): Retreat for Women in

Ministr y
Good Earth Village, Spring Valley, MN
www.semnsynod.org/events.html

Dec. 9, 2007 (Sun.): Lost and Found Christmas Show
Hosted by: Trinity Lutheran Church, Owatonna, MN
Owatonna High School Auditorium, Owatonna, MN
Dean Smith, Trinity Lutheran Church, 507-451-4520,
DeanS@tlcowatonna.org, or
www.semnsynod.org/events.html

Dec. 11 & 12, 2007 (Tues. & Wed): Carols of
Christmas
Good Earth Village, Spring Valley, MN
www.GoodEarthVillage.org

For more information about these or other events, visit
www.semnsynod.org/events.html. 

Southeastern Minnesota Synod
2007* Mission Support Income

Curr ent Year Last Year Budget
Oct. YTD $1,417,195 $1,444,783 $1,423,757

* Fiscal Year February- January

Thank you for your giving to support the ministry
partners and the work of the synod and churchwide
mission. You are truly a generous people with your
continued support and the wonderful outpouring of love
and financial support for flood relief to the
congregations effected. Thanks for helping to close the
gap from last month, and with your help we can end the
year strong and share in the joy of generosity through
your gifts.

Get synod news in your e-mail inbox!
Anyone can sign up to get free synod news weekly

on e-mail! Go to www.semnsynod.org and enter your e-
mail address in the box on the right side of the screen.
Your e-mail will never be shared or distributed in any
way.



Communicators’ Retreat
River Crossings

December 2007
Page 11

Communicators’ Retreat
Thursday - Friday, January 24-25, 2008
6:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Good Earth Village 
25303 Old Town Dr. 
Spring Valley, MN

Come, Join Us by the Fire For: 
Worship, Fellowship, Relaxation, & 
Networking

Keynote Address by Shirley Gangstad, Synod Vice-President
Go to www.semnsynod.org/communicators/retreat.html for more information and to register online. 

Cost: $30 for Thursday - Friday (covers lodging and meals); $20 for Friday only
(Thanks to the Southeastern Minnesota Synod for covering a portion of the cost for this event.)

What to bring: Comfy clothes and slippers, warm clothes for outdoor activities if desired (prepared to
walk a short distance outside for meals), an activity such as knitting/needlework or a puzzle if desired,
and personal items. Linens and towels are provided.

Questions? Contact Katie Livingood - livingood@semnsynod.org, 507-280-9457 or 800-426-6376 

Registration deadline (postmarked by) is Thursday, January 17, 2008
Online registration available at www.semnsynod.org/communicators/retreat.html

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________________

Daytime phone: __________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________________

Congregation & city: _______________________________________________________________________________

Job/Volunteer Title (with congregation): _______________________________________________________________

Please note any dietary requirements:  ________________________________________________________________

I plan to attend (circle one):  Thursday & Friday ($30) Thursday or Friday only ($20)

May we include your contact information on a list distributed to participants?(circle one) Yes No

Make check payable to the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. Return this form and your check to:
Southeastern Minnesota Synod - 1001 14th Street NW, Suite 300 - Rochester, MN 55901-2551

2nd annual retreat for secretaries,office administrators, webstewards, newsletter editors -anyone who communicates! 
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